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Disclaimer!

Contents of Pakistan Forest Digest (PFD) are obtained from the English and Urdu 
newspapers and SDPI may not agree with the contents; and that apart from 
English news clippings, the Urdu news clippings are also translated in English 
and errors and omissions are expected. 
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Quarterly

Pakistan Forest Digest (PFD) 

The Pakistan Forest Digest (PFD) is a quarterly series of digests focused on the forest 
related issues, government and non-government endeavors, community concerns and 
rights reported by the leading Pakistani newspapers and periodicals.

The Digest covers news and views on legislation, rights and disputes, conservation and 
rehabilitation projects, conferences, workshops and all other events and endeavors related 
to the forests. The digest also includes research articles by the experts and academia and 
the voices of the general public and stakeholders. 

It is a compilation of the selected news items and articles appearing in the local 
newspapers & periodicals. The monthly PFD covers The English dailies, The News 
Rawalpindi/Islamabad, The Nation Islamabad, Dawn Islamabad, Business Recorder 
Islamabad, - Urdu dailies Jang Rawalpidi, Nawa-Waqt Islamabad, Newspapers from 
Peshawar Ajar, Masharaq, Shamal from Abbot Abad and Aazadi from Swat. 

The PFD is supported by Partnership Action for Mitigation Syndrome (PAMS) project of 
Swiss NCCR (North-South).

Views and comments to improve the digest are appreciated. 

Email: forestd@sdpi.org
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About SDPI 
Brief History

The Sustainable Development Policy Institute 
(SDPI) was founded in August 1992 on the 
recommendation of the Pakistan National 
Conservation Strategy (NCS), also called 
Pakistan’s Agenda 21. SDPI is a policy-
oriented research institute established to 
produce quality policy research and advocate 
democratic governance and pro-people 
initiatives. It is registered under the Societies 
Registration Act, XXI of 1860.

Mandate

To conduct policy advice, policy 
oriented research and advocacy from a 
broad multi-disciplinary perspective. 
To promote the implementation of 
policies, programs, laws and 
regulations based on sustainable 
development. 
To strengthen civil society and 
facilitate civil society-government 
interaction through collaboration with 
other organizations and activist 
networks.
To disseminate research findings and 
public education through the media, 
conferences, seminars, lectures, 
publications and curricula 
development, including the Citizens 
Report and State of the Environment 
Report.
To contribute to building up national 
research capacity and infrastructure. 

Goals

To catalyze the transition towards 
sustainable and just development in 
Pakistan.

To serve as a source of expertise and 
advisory services
for the government, private sector, 
and non-governmental initiatives 
supporting the implementation of 
Pakistan's environment and 
development agenda.  
To conduct policy-oriented research 
on sustainable development from a 
broad multi-disciplinary perspective.  
To provide policy advice on matters 
relating to the mission of the Institute.  
To contribute to strengthening the 
social and physical infrastructure for 
research in Pakistan including the 
construction and dissemination of 
databases and research indices and the 
improvement of library systems.  
To initiate, establish and participate in 
collaborative advocacy and other 
activities with like-minded 
organisations in and outside the 
country.

SDPI defines sustainable development as the 
enhancement of peace, social justice and 
well-being within and across generations. 
SDPI produces knowledge–knowledge that 
can enhance the capacity of government to 
make informed policy decisions and to 
engage civil society on issues of public 
interest. 

The Institute acts as both a generator of 
original research on sustainable development 
issues and as an information resource for 
concerned individuals and institutions. 
SDPI’s function is thus two-fold: an advisory 
role fulfilled through research, policy advice 
and advocacy; and an enabling role realised 
through providing other individuals and 
organisations with resource materials 
(training) to undertake NCS related activities. 
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About NCCR (North South) 
The National Center of Competence in Research (NCCR) Pakistan Research Group is a partner 
of the Swiss National Center of Competence in Research North-South (NCCR N-S), financially 
supported by Swiss National Science Foundation (SNF), Swiss Agency for Development and 
Cooperation (SDC), and Swiss universities. 

NCCR North-South Objectives 

1. Capacity-building: To strengthen development-oriented research capacities in the 
South and the North. In Pakistan, focus is on establishing research partnerships between SDPI 
and universities for Master and PhD students. 

2. Research: To undertake theory-led, empirical research on issues relevant to 
development. In Pakistan, research concentrates on the North-West Frontier Province (NWFP) 
and focuses on four themes: 

From vulnerability to resilience: gender, migration and social capital 
Development disparities on natural resource management 
Development policies and livelihood realities 

3. Policy dialogue: To interact with policy makers and involved stakeholders on 
researched development issues. The Pakistan Research Group interacts with civil society, state 
agencies and donors. 

Lead partner in Pakistan is the Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad. 
Associated organizations are Agricultural University Faisalabad, and Agricultural University 
Peshawar. Main partner in Switzerland is the Development Study Group, Zurich University 
(DSGZ).

Research of NCCR on Forests of Pakistan 

NCCR has commissioned various researches on Forest which are conducted by renowned 
researchers. Most recent Research on Forests of Pakistan is "Donor-driven" forest governance in 
northwest Pakistan - challenges and future outlook conducted by Urs Geiser, Babar Shahbaz,
2010. In this particular research Forests of Khyber Pakhtoonkhwa, a province of Pakistan, is 
matter of discussion.  
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Apart from this, following researches have been conducted by NCCR; 

Social Network Analysis of Stakeholders in the Context of Forest Related 
Development Interventions in NWFP conducted by Sadia Kiran, 2009 
Trust restores trees conducted by Urs Geiser, Babar Shahbaz, 2009 
Impact of participatory forest management on financial assets of rural communities in 
Northwest Pakistan conducted by Tanvir Ali, Munir Ahmad, Babar Shahbaz, Abid Qaiyum 
Suleri, 2007 
Analysis of myths and realities of deforestation in Pakistan conducted by Tanvir Ali, Babar
Shahbaz, Abid Qaiyum Suleri, 2006 

Most of the publications focus on the challenges and problems faced by forest in Pakistan. For 
detail please visit: www.nccr-pakistan.org
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Summary

The current issue of forest digest comprises eight chapters. It encompasses daily 
affairs of  forest department,  “Timber Mafia”, “Illegal Cutting of Trees”, “Timber 
Smuggling”, “Forests and Environment”, “Protection of Forests and Awareness” 
“National Parks and Gardens”, “ Project NCCR (North South) activities and a 
miscellaneous chapter” “News”, “Columns” and “Pictures”. 

Chapter 1: This chapter explores the administrative issues, the corruption and 
illegal cutting of trees etc.  The news about the inefficiency of forest department besides 
the endeavours of honest officials to protect the forests are included in this issue,  e.g. 
the operation of Malakand forest department in collaboration with Pakistan army 
against the timber mafia are highlighted. The incident about disappearance of timber 
mafia from the scene after the appointment of DSFO Sern, Akhtar Baig is also covered 
in this chapter. 

Chapter 2: This chapter deals with selection of news about timber mafia, illegal 
cutting and timber smuggling. A wide coverage is given to illegal cutting in Konish 
Valley, Sern Valley, Koh Tanglai, Shakar Dara, Chattar Plain, Khnapur and Warri 
Forests. A column titled “Don’t Kill the Silent creature” is also included. This column 
blames the industrial development for the forest devastation. A proposal about the 
amendment and implementation of laws regarding forest cutting is also included in the 
column.

Chapter 3: This chapter deals with the forests and the environmental news, the 
uncontrolled cutting of forests due to the unavailability of natural gas and other fuel. 
The repercussions of that situation, ---- the environment degradation and different 
diseases. The statement of Minister for the environment about the dangers of increasing 
pollution and calling it a threat to the global environment is also included, he proposed 
to devise a joint strategy to handle avert the looming disaster. 

Chapter 4: This chapter is all about the protection of forests and the awareness 
the news about a “Walk” on international day of the forests, arranged by an NGO, 
CRDO is also included. In addition to that the news about the instructions to take 
effective measures regarding the protection of forests is also included. 

Chapter 5: This chapter is about the “Plantation Drive in the country, essay 
writing competition on environmental issues and governments’ efforts regarding 
forests and plantation and the efforts to make our country lush green. 
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Chapter 6:  News clippings about National parks and gardens are 
included in this chapter.  The remarks of Chief Justice, Peshawar High Court 
regarding cases about gardens, a land dispute in Mansehra about the 
encroachment of park land by a hospital; articles about the correct use of 
fertilizers and manure, and a column on Bagh-e-Zafar, ------ a Mughal Period garden 
are also included.

Chapter 7: This chapter includes the news items of Project NCCR (North south) 
activities.

Chapter 8:  This chapter is about miscellaneous news about forest and the 
environment; search of explosives by genetically engineered plants; scuffles and fights 
on the issues of tree cutting. The news and pictures of convocation ceremony of 
Pakistan Forest Institute University Campus Peshawar are also included in this chapter. 

The selection of news items, reports and articles have been extracted from the 
material published in local Urdu Newspapers like Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, Daily 
Aaj, Peshawar, Daily Mashriq, Peshawar, Daily Azadi, Swat, Daily Nawa-i-Waqt, 
Islamabad and Daily Jang, Rawalpindi. English Newspapers like Daily The News 
Rawalpindi/Islamabad, Dawn Islamabad, The Nation Islamabad, Business Recorder 
Islamabad, Daily Times Islamabad and Pakistan Observer Islamabad. 

Note from Editorial Board 
This digest is also uploaded on SDPI website and your comments to improve the 
contents and format of the digest would be welcome. Please send your feedback on 
forestd@sdpi.org



SDPI
Sustainable   Development   Policy   Institute

Pakistan Forest Digest xi Vol. 1, No. 4, January – March 2011

Contents of Newspaper Clippings 

Chapter 01 
Forest Department 
Illegal cutting of forest in Sern Valley, Officials 
intimated 
Page 01 

Land Mafia conspires to grab Shankiari Forest 
department land 
Page 01 

Malakand Forest department takes action against 
timber mafia with the help of Pak Army 
Page 02 

Forest department collaborates with criminals, 
illegal cutting of forest booms 
Page 02 

Forest department erect check post on Kuri Road, 
three vehicles loaded with timber confiscated 
Page 03 

Timber Smuggling in Haripur at rise, Forest 
department is helpless 
Page 03 

Badarocha beat forest guard is a King of jangle 
Page 04 

Forest department’s blatant involvement, 
precious forests of Hazara being cut mercilessly 
Page 05 

Timber smugglers take hold of Jachh beat forest s 
with the connivance of forest department officials, 
the forest owners are helpless 
Page 05 

CIA foiled the attempt to smuggle wood by 
Silhud timber smugglers 
Page 06 

Ougi: Forests at the verge of extinction through 
vicious partnership of timber smugglers and 
forest department officials 
Page 06 

An important meeting of Galiat Forest 
department was held under the aegis of 
Range officer Gulnaiz devision 
Page 07 

The Provincial government keeps mum over the 
cutting of forests 
Page 07 

NAB takes notice of the illegal cutting of lush 
green trees of Malakand and Hazara forest circles 
Page 08 

The Case of the cutting of 2400, 000 trees: The 
Public accounts Committee of KP Assembly 
ordered to issue arrest warrants of project 
director
Page 08 

The smugglers go underground the moment DFO 
Sern division, Akhtar Beg took the charge 
Page 09 

The forest department should stop the illegal 
cutting of forests: Aurangzeb Khan 
Page 09 

The Sale of the land of forest department to 
construct hotel declared null and void by the 
Supreme Court 
Page 10 

Timber mafia turns for forests into treeless stretch 
Page 10 

The forest department officials impounded a 
vehicle loaded with precious timber 
Page 11 

A violent fight between officials of Tangali forest 
department and the timber smugglers 
Page 11 

An inquiry is demanded against the Sern Valley 
forest department for its alleged corruption 
Page 11 

The transfer order of DFO Ejaz Qadir taken back 
Page 12 



SDPI
Sustainable   Development   Policy   Institute

Pakistan Forest Digest xii Vol. 1, No. 4, January – March 2011

Junior influential officials are also involved in the 
cutting down of Battal Forests 
Page 12 

Forests are being cut mercilessly on the behest of 
corrupt forest officials 
Page 13 

Abbottabad, the hard-hearted management sold 
out 150 years old precious tree 
Page 13 

Galiat forest being cut with the abetment of forest 
department
Page 14 

Chapter- 02 
Timber Mafia – Illegal Cutting & Smuggling 
New status of Kala Dhaka to curb timber ‘Mafia’ 
activates 
Page 15 

Ougi police chased the fleeing smugglers, 
captured them and impounded two vehicles 
loaded with timber 
Page 16 

Effect of winter: the forests of Lora Aurangari and 
Totial circle are undergoing disastrous cutting 
Page 17 

Cutting down of forests 
Page 18 

Forest cutting touches new heights; the 
department shuts its eyes 
Page 18 

End of Sern Valley forests, mountains give a look 
of treeless stretch 
Page 19 

The department takes notice of illegal cutting in 
Shakar Dara forests 
Page 19 

Illegal cutting in Tanglai hill forest touching new 
heights
Page 20 

The cutting of forests in Jhandwal and suburbs 
could not be stopped 
Page 20 

Attempt to smuggle timber, timber 
mafia opened fire on officials on 
resistance
Page 21 

Battal police caught smuggler’s vehicle 
and registered case against the smuggler 
Page 21 

The strict actions are essential to prevent the 
illegal cutting of forests 
Page 22 

Chhatar Plain, smugglers enjoy unhindered 
smuggling 
Page 22 

Ougi Road police operation, hundreds of feet 
timber recovered 
Page 23 

Tarbella Lake becomes Golden spot for drug 
smugglers and timber mafia 
Page 23 

A loot sale of trees in Chhatar Plain by timber 
smugglers, forest department involved 
Page 24 

Open auction ordered for confiscated timber in 
Battkhela 
Page 24 

Kalabatt police captures illegal expensive timber 
from a godown 
Page 25 

An attempt to smuggle timber from Mansehra 
foiled
Page 25 

A truck seized while smuggling timber 
Page 25 

The green trees in Shankiari are wasted after 
branches are cut 
Page 26 

Forest department is sleeping; police fined the 
smugglers after capturing timber 
Page 26 



SDPI
Sustainable   Development   Policy   Institute

Pakistan Forest Digest xiii Vol. 1, No. 4, January – March 2011

Sri Kot forest are suffering from severe illegal 
cutting, mountains become plains 
Page 27 

Storra Vally, circle Lora forests are undergoing 
speedy illegal cutting 
Page 27 

Expensive timber seized from a truck in Khanpur, 
two culprits arrested 
Page 27 

Abbottabad police fails an attempt to smuggle 
timber from Mansehra to Punjab 
Page 28 

The case of illegal cutting of forests, 11 forest 
officials released on bail 
Page 28 

Abbottabad CIA raids and captures a truck, 
Forest officials scuffed with CIA officials for the 
release of timber 
Page 29 

The Cruel ways to welcome spring in 
Abbottabad, trees are being cut mercilessly 
Page 29 

Mansehra police catches two vehicles loaded with 
illegal timber, case has been registered 
Page 30 

Sim timber dispute, person ambushed the other 
party, one person injured by gun shot 
Page 30 

Do not kill the silent creatures 
Page 30 

Chapter- 03 
Forest & Environment 
Draft of National climate change policy finalised 
Page 33 

Unavailability of Sui gas in tourist resorts, forests 
are being used as fuel 
Page 34 

Non Provision of Sui gas causing the extinction of 
forests
Page 35 

World community should act against 
environmental pollution: Hameed 
Afridi 
Page 35 

Chapter- 04 
Forest Conservation & Protection 
Provincial forest Minister should play his role to 
save the ‘Green Gold’ from disaster 
Page 37 

The protection of forests in Dhodial has to be 
ascertained to fight the natural calamities 
Page 38 

International Year of Forest is being celebrated all 
over the world today 
Page 38 

Forest Department is taking strict action to 
protect Sern Valley forests 
Page 38 

A walk is organized regarding International Day 
of Forests 
Page 39 

Chapter- 05 
Tree Plantation 
24 saplings to be planted in 3 years 
Page 41 

Grafting of Citrus fruit plants 
Page 42 

Essay writing competition on Environment topics 
Page 44 

Konish Valley: The Forest protection committee 
has started plantation drive 
Page 44 

We have to be united against the Forest plunders: 
Naseer Khan 
Page 45 

New age, new expections 
Page 45 

The forest ratio in KP is more than the ratio in 
Other Provinces 
Page 46 



SDPI
Sustainable   Development   Policy   Institute

Pakistan Forest Digest xiv Vol. 1, No. 4, January – March 2011

Students in Mardan begin plantation drive 
Page 46 

Plantation drive sets in Mohmind Agency, plants 
distributed among the land owners 
Page 47 

A campaign launched in Malakand to save 
wildlife 
Page 47 

Free distribution of plants during the plantation 
drive
Page 48 

Peshawar development authority begins 
plantation drive 
Page 48 

Spring season plantation drive begins in 
Peshawar University 
Page 49 

Forest department should create awareness about 
plantation in FATA: Zahir Shah 
Page 50 

Plantation drive begin at Islamia College 
University
Page 50 

A decision to fix 500 plants in Charsadda during 
plantation drive 
Page 50 

Lash green Pakistan is our real goal: Arbab 
Alamgir
Page 51 

The Government is taking steps for forest 
development in FATA: Zakir Hussain 
Page 51 

EDO education department, Mansehra will 
inaugurate plantation drive today in Hisari 
School
Page 52 

Plantation drive begins in Mohmind Agency, the 
target is to implant 500, 000 plants 
Page 52 

Forests are like a backbone of National 
Economy: Khalid Umerzai 
Page 52 

Tree implantation is a continuous 
charity and is essential for the survival 
of mankind: Sirdar Abbas 
Page 53 

Trees’ importance regarding their role in creating 
agreeable environment cannot be denied: Amjad 
Khan
Page 53 

“SANGI” has gathered millions of rupees under 
the cover of plantation drive in Alai 
Page 54 

600, 000 plants will be implanted in Chitral 
during the plantation drive, says Rehmatullah 
Wazeer
Page 54 

Chapter 06 
National Parks & Orchards 
There is no place left for the public recreation: 
Chief Justice 
Page 55 

The Court takes the notice of encroachment of 
Mansehra Park site by a hospital 
Page 56 

The importance of fertilizer for the Citrus fruit 
gardens 
Page 57 

The grand and central garden of Mughal era, 
“Bagh-e-Zafar” 
Page 59 

Restoring the grandeur of Peshawar and the 
transparent spending of funds 
Page 60 

Historical gardens in dilapidated conditions, no 
practical steps are being taken 
Page 61 

Restration of Jinnah Bagh, Abbottabad will 
provide recreation to the people 
Page 61 



SDPI
Sustainable   Development   Policy   Institute

Pakistan Forest Digest xv Vol. 1, No. 4, January – March 2011

Construction work of digital fountain in Jinnah 
Park is at full swing 
Page 62 

Chapter 07 
NCCR (North – South) Activities 
Need stressed for conservation of forests 
Page 63 

Experts call for proper forests management 
Page 64 

Steps urged to preserve forests 
Page 65 

Deforestation demands urgent attention 
Page 66 

Speaker for legal reforms in forest laws 
Page 67 

Seminar on ‘reforms in forest laws’ held 
Page 68 

Efforts needed to protect forests 
Page 69 

Seminar on “Legal & Institutional 
reforms in forest laws for accepting 
Forest Carbon as Commodity 
Page 71 

Chapter- 08 
Miscellaneous 
Auction of trees in Baffa cancelled owing to 
unknown reasons 
Page 75 

The plants which can sniff explosives 
Page 75 

Timber market at Chakdara will create 
employment: Islam Zeb 
Page 76 

48th annual convocation held at Pakistan Forest 
Institute University Campus 
Page76 

A woodcutter dies after a tree fells on him in 
Sengarr 
Page 77 

Firing in Akora Khattak on the issue of tree 
cutting, one killed 
Page 78 





SDPI
Sustainable   Development   Policy   Institute

Chapter 01

Pakistan Forest Digest 1 Vol. 1, No. 4, January – March 2011 

Illegal cutting of forests in Sern Valley,
Officials intimated 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, January 10, 2011 

Dhodial (Correspondent) 
The illegal cutting of forests 
in Sern Valley with the 
abetment of forest officials is 
going on. The locals of the 
area have informed Chief 
Justice and the forest 
minister about the dishonest 
officials of the department. 
The residents have 
demanded strict and quick 
action against the illegal 
cutting.

They have also assured to 
provide the proofs. Mr Javed 
of Chhaj Manda Katchh told 

the reporters about the 
illegal cutting of forests in 
Sern valley, he said that the 
smugglers were cutting state 
owned forests day and 
night, they have full 
patronage of DFO Ejaz 
Qadir, because whenever 
the residents of the area 
informed the DFO Ejaz 
Qadir about the illegal 
timber, that was removed to 
safe places before the 
raiding parties could reach.  

The locals have informed 
Chief Justice of Pakistan, the 

chief minister and the 
secretary forests in writing, 
but no action has been taken 
yet. Javed Khan and others 
have demanded that 
department should take 
quick action against those 
dishonest officials who are 
responsible for the illegal 
cutting of forests. They 
further said that they had 
been threatened to be 
implicated in false police 
cases, so they should be 
given protection. 

Land Mafia conspires to grab Shankiari 
Forest Department land 
Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, January 10, 2011 

Shankiari(General reporter) 
Land mafia is active again, 
and land worth millions of 

rupees along side Silk Road 
is the target of Land 
grabbers. According to 

details, there is large stretch 
of forest land adjacent to 
Shankiari Adda, where 

Forest Department 
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cabins were erected for poor 
workmen under certain 
agreement. The cabins were 
demolished to widen the 
road. Now land mafia is 
allegedly planning to grab 

the land with the help of 
some dishonest officials. It is 
worth mentioning that the 
land mafia has already 
encroached upon the 
expensive land of forest 

department to 
construct the 
markets, the silence 
of forest officials is 
ununderstandable.

Malakand Forest department takes action 
against timber mafia with the help of Pak Army 

Raids on godowns, markets and machines saws, thousands 
of sleepers recovered. 

Daily Mashriq, Abbottabad, January 19, 2011 

Batkhela (Mashriq 
correspondent) The forest 
department Malakand 
raided on godowns, markets 
and machine saws with the 
help of Pak Army to  recover 
timber, thousands of 
sleepers were recovered and 
many were arrested.  The 
action was taken by Distrct 

Forest oifficer, Shaukat 
Hayat and Range officer 
Wasil Khan, a large 
contingent of Malakand 
Levis and officials also 
accompanied them. The 
operation against the timber 
mafia was led by 
Commander, Col Nadir 
Cheema nd Major Zahid 

Gul. The timber recovered 
during operation, was 
confiscated by the 
department and the persons 
involved in that illegal 
business were arrested. A 
case under forest act were 
registered against them. 

Forest department collaborates with criminals, 
illegal cutting of forest booms 

Precious timber smuggling on Silk Road is going on in broad 
daylight

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, January 25, 2011 

Batta (Special 
correspondent) The 
illegal practice of forests 
is at rise, some cosmetic 
action is taken to show 
efficiency, but in fact the 
forest officials are 
ignoring and have shut 

their eyes to cause great 
loss to the forests. The 
vehicles loaded with 
expensive timber move 
unhindered; in some 
areas of Sern Division 
timber is transported by 
mules, and that is going 

on in daylight without 
any fear. In some areas 
where Natural Gas is 
not available, precious 
wood is sold in the 
morning and all day on 
the horse carts and 
donkeys.



SDPI
Sustainable   Development   Policy   Institute

Forest department erect check post on Kuri Road, 
three vehicles loaded with timber confiscated 

The range officer, Sher Garrh confiscated timber from three 
vehicles and fined rupees 200,000 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, January 25, 2011 

Ougi (Bureau report) A 
successful action of Forest 
department Sher Garrh 
range against the timber 
mafia resulted in the 
recovery of timber worth 
millions of rupees, the 
culprits were arrested and 
fined rupees two hundred 
thousand and deposited in 
the treasury.  

Pakistan Forest Digest 3 Vol. 1, No. 4, January – March 2011 

According to details, the 
Conservator Abbottabad 
Region Zia ur Rehman 
directed range officer Sher 

Garrh Range, Shah Hussain 
and other officials to cordon 
off Kuri Road, they stopped 
three vehicles loaded with 
allegedly illegal timber. The 
officials received two 
hundred thousand rupees in 
the account of fine. Another 
smuggler who was trying to 
smuggle timber on three 
vehicles was also nabbed. 
The Sher Garrh range 
officials moved those 
vehicles to Range Quarter 
Sher garrh and rupees one 
hundred and eighty 

thousand were received as 
fine and deposited in 
national treasury.  

The members of Peace and 
Reforms Committee of 
Union Council Karori area 
and former member district 
council Mansehra, Lala 
Qalandar Zaman 
appreciated the Forest 
departments’ actions and 
expressed their confidence 
on the department. 

Timber smuggling in Haripur at rise, Forest 
department is helpless 

The timber smugglers have installed machine saws at their 
residences; DFO is appealed to take action 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, January 29, 2011 

Haripur (City Reporter) The 
raiding parties of forest 
department, Haripur 
division have failed to curb 
the timber smuggling. 
Timber worth millions of 
rupees is being smuggled to 
Punjab on daily basis. The 
smuggling routes are 
Tarbela Lake, Chapper Road 
through Khalabut and G T 
road. The smugglers of 
Haripur have installed 
machine saws at their 

homes, the timber is cut at 
home and then windows 
and doors are prepared in 
the bazaars. The forest 
department officials are 
serving the smugglers more 
than they work for the 
department. The clerical 
staff of forest department is 
also involved in timber 
smuggling. DFO should go 
to the field himself and take 
steps to stop the smuggling. 
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Lora Forest department keeps mum, but 
Police is active, two timber smugglers 
arrested, precious timber recovered 
Two smugglers were fined after arrests 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, February 08, 2011 

Ser Sharqi (Special 
correspondent) The Police 
from Lora precincts arrested 
two smugglers after a 
successful operation against 
the timber smugglers. The 
smugglers were smuggling 
timber to Abbottabad after 
cutting that from Lora 
forests, the police on a tip off 
arrested Fakhari and 
Sadaqat from Roperi with 
timber.

According to details, the 
forest of Lora circles are on 
the mercy of timber mafia, 
the smugglers are 
smuggling timber cut from 
the forests in the dark of 
night to other areas. Finally, 
Lora police came into action 
and raided a vehicle 3317 
arrested the smugglers, 
Sadaqat and Fakhari with 
timber. Ejaz and Sabir of 
Lora police station put the 
smugglers and the timber in 
police lock up.  

The forest department 
officials got them released 
after charging rupees 36,260 
as fine plus the timber was 
confiscated. To curb the 
illegal cutting in Lora 
forests, similar action is 
imperative, if the timber 
mafia network is not 
disbanded, the Lora forest 
will soon present a scene 
treeless stretch. 

Badarocha beat forest guard is a king of jungle 
Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, February 08, 2011 

Accharian (correspondent) 
The forest guard becomes 
the owner of forests. The 
rate of per tree is rupees two 
thousands, the illegal 
cutting is going on day and 
night. Guard says that DFO 
Mansehra is with him, 
nobody can touch him. 
Small-timers are nabbed and 
fined. According to details, a 
delegation from Accharian 
told Shamal correspondent 
that Mushtaq, a forest guard 
of Badaroch beat with his 

fellow guard, Khalil had put 
trees on auction.

Everyday four to five trees 
are cut under the 
supervision of that forest 
guard. He openly claims 
that DFO Sern, Ejaz Qadir is 
with him, so nobody can 
harm him. The delegation 
further said that when the 
range officer Sern was 
informed about the illegal 
cutting of trees, he 

deliberately switched off his 
telephone.

The black gold is near 
extinction due dishonest 
forest officials. Dozens of 
vehicles loaded with timber 
cross Silk Road, but the 
forest department officials 
have shut their eyes, its 
common perception among 
the people of the area that 
there is no one in the forest 
department to stop these 
smugglers.
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Forest department’s blatant 
involvement, precious forests of Hazara 

being cut mercilessly 
Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, February 08, 2011 

Pakhal (Crime reporter) Hazara forest trees 
are being cut mercilessly with the connivance 
of forest officials. Datsun pickups and other 
vehicles loaded with timber cross the roads 
day and night. The jungle area is giving a 
deserted look, trees are no more there. A 
survey report reveals that the precious 
forests of Galiat, Kaghan, Shankiari and 
Agror Tanawal have been thrown to the 
mafia. Now timber is being smuggled in 
large quantity from Agror and Tanawal 
through Darband and lissan Nawab to 
Haripur and Punjab. Chamial, Karaori, Doga 
Kala, Perra gali and Chiriali tops are giving a 

very
depressing
look. The 
giderpur range 
forests are 
almost
finished, if the 
illicit practice 
continues, the 
centuries’ old 
forests will be 
no more. The social circles have demanded 
the government to act immediately to save 
the forests. 
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Timber smugglers take hold of Jachh Beat forests 
with the connivance of forest department officials,  

the forest owners are helpless 
Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, February 14, 2011 

Jachh (General reporter) The 
Jachh beat forests have been 
taken over by the timber 
smugglers with the 
abetment of forest 
department and the original 
forest owners have been 
deprived of their basic 
rights. The timber mafia 
agents are cutting hundreds 
of trees and they are sending 
those trees to the markets, 
whereas the forest owners 
are running from pillar to 
post to get the cutting 
permit.

The desperate 
forest owners told 
Shamal reporter 
that the range 
officer, forester 
and guards are 
involved in the 
illegal cutting of 
trees with the 
timber mafia.

The department have been 
notified many times but the 
officials are not interested to 
take action. The forest 
owners have appealed to the 
higher officials of the forest 
department to immediately 
take action against the 
officials responsible for the 
criminal practice. There is 
turmoil in the area which 
may result in any 
unpleasant incident. 
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CIA foiled the attempt to smuggle wood by 
Silhud timber smugglers, the forest 
department was fully involved with the smugglers 

The truck fully loaded with timber crossed three check posts 
unhindered, CIA stopped the truck near Muslimabad on the 
information of informer, heavy fine imposed 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, February 22, 2011 

Abbottabad (Crime reporter) 
An illegal collaboration of 
timber smugglers and forest 
department officials to 
smuggle precious wood was 
failed by CIA. The truck was 
impounded by forest check 
post Silhud and heavy 
amount of fine was 
imposed. CIA inspector 
Noor Ahmed Shah of 

Abbottabad CIA staff with 
his staff cordoned off the 
road at Silhud on the 
instructions of DPO 
Abbottabad, Muhammad 
Kareem Khan. The inspector 
stopped the truck number 
GLT 6396. The truck was 
loaded with heavy 
consignment of timber. The 
forest department was 

informed, the officials 
measured all the timber, it 
was 665 cu feet. The driver 
Arif on interrogation 
revealed that the owner was 
a notorious timber 
smuggler, Fareed who was 
trying to smuggle that wood 
from Abbottabad to Punjab, 
the attempt eventually was 
foiled.

Ougi: Forests at the verge of extinction 
through vicious partnership of timber 

smugglers and forest department officials 
Khatty, Chajeri, Shangle Bandi and Chamiali face unrelented illegal 
cutting, smuggling is at rise through Datsun pickups 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, February 25, 2011 

Ougi (Bureau report) The 
timber mafia rules the Ougi 
area, the moment sun sets, 
the smuggling of illegally 
cut wood from private and 
government forests begins. 
The smuggling continues in 
intervals from Khattai, 
Chajerri, Shangli bandi, 
Agror Tanawal, Buland Kot, 
Pir Pahari and Kala Dhaka, 

and it goes on whole night, 
whereas the inaction of 
forest officials and Police is 
ununderstandable. The 
public circles have appealed 
to the chief conservator and 
the DPO Mansehra to 
immediately intervene. 
According to details, various 
small and big forests of 
government and people of 

the area are being 
devastated by the timber 
mafia with abetment of 
forest officials, now the 
forests of Tanawal range are 
undergoing ruthless illegal 
cutting. Different 
organizations have been 
formed to protect the forests 
of Tanawal range which 
shows the lack of confidence 
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on forest department and 
other government agencies. 
The people cannot act 
against the powerful timber 
smugglers fearing the loss of 

life and property, but the 
police can do that. The 
illegal cutting of forests and 
the day and night 
unhindered movement of 

smuggling vehicles 
is the true reflection 
of their blatant 
negligence.

An important meeting of Galiat Forest 
department was held under the aegis of Range 

officer Gulnaiz division 
The decisions were taken to improve the watch and ward system and 
speedy delivery of trees to the markets 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, February 24, 2011 

Changalagali (Special 
correspondent) A special 
meeting of Galiat forest 
department was held, it was 
presided over by Range 
officer Gulnaiz division 
Saddar. The meeting was 
attended by all the four 
officers of Gulnaiz Divisions 
and forest guards. The range 

officer on that occasion 
showed his confidence on 
the protection of forests and 
the system of patrolling 
system but stressed upon to 
further improve the system.  

He said that after the 
snowing season, the 
numbered trees after cutting 

would be transferred to the 
markets. During plantation 
drive, more and more trees 
would be planted to make a 
greener look to Galiat area. 
He showed is confidence 
upon the organizations to 
protect the forests. 

The provincial government keeps mum 
over the cutting of forests 

Smuggling is going on under the supervision of forest officials: 
Muhammad Haleem 

Daily Mashriq, Abbottabad, February 25, 2011 

Daggar Bonir (Mashriq 
correspondent) Muhammad 
Haleem Bacha, Ameer of 
Jamaat Islami, tehsil Gadaizi 
said that the day ANP came 
into power, their members, 
ministers and other office 
bearers are making hay. All 
the institutions are 
becoming victims of 

corruption and 
mismanagement.  

The provincial government 
is mysteriously silent over 
the issue of illegal cutting. 
The historical forest of 
Bonir, Dubba Nukhtar has 
fallen prey to the criminal 
desire of the provincial 

minister. Illegal cutting of 
forests of Amazi, Hungry, 
Chugharzi and other areas is 
going on. Smuggling of 
timber from the district is 
going on under the 
supervision of forest 
department officials.  
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The provincial minister is 
called Nukhtar Hussain due 
to his involvement in the 

cutting of forests. He said 
that Jamat-e-Isami consider 
the protection of forests of 

the country as 
service to God. 

NAB takes notice of the illegal cutting of 
lush green trees of Malakand and Hazara 

forest circles 
The concerned departments are directed not to issue work 
order of marked trees before the inspection of NAB 

Daily Mashriq, Abbottabad, March 02, 2011 

Peshawar (Mashriq news) National 
Accountability Bureau (NAB) KP has taken 
the notice of cutting of green trees of 
Malakand forest circles, lower Hazara circle 
and upper Hazara circle under the cover of 
useless and dead trees. NAB has directed the 
concerned officials to stop issuance of work 

order of the marked trees before the 
inspection of NAB. In addition to that the 
forest department is further instructed to 
produce the details of timber cutting and 
marking of trees by all the divisions to NAB 
(KP) before March 15, 2011. 

The case of the cutting of 2400,000 trees: The 
Public Accounts Committee of KP Assembly 

ordered to issue arrest warrants of project 
director

The committee took strong notice of non compliance of orders by Sohail bin 
Qayyum regarding the cutting trees worth rupees 2.450 million to widen the 
Gokand Road in Bonir. 

The meeting of PAC was called and presided by Speaker Assembly, audit of 
finance department and environment department for the accounts of year 
2008-09

Daily Aaj, Abbottabad, March 03, 2011 

Peshawar (Aaj news) The 
Public Accounts Committee 
of Khyber PakhtoonKhwa 
has ordered to issue arrest 
warrants of project director 

Sohail bin Qayyum of 
foreign aided project for not 
appearing before the 
committee. He was ordered 
to appear on Monday.   

The committee also ordered 
to lodge FIR against the 
former managers of 
Mansehra and Buttel 
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branches for issuing rupees 
1.845 millions from frozen 
accounts. The meeting of the 
committee was held on 
Wednesday in assembly 
secretariat, the meeting was 
presided over by former 
speaker Khushdil Khan 
advocate.

The meeting was attended 
by Saqibullah Khan 
Chamkni, Mukhtiar Ali 
Khan advocate, Muhammad 
Zameen Khan advocate and 
Ziad Akram Khan. The 
secretary provincial 
assembly, Amanullah Khan 
and the officials concerned 
with environment, Law, 
treasury and audit 
departments. The audits and 

objections were discussed in 
detail concerning 
environment and finance 
department for the years 
2008-09. The committee 
showed its displeasure on 
the noncompliance of the 
court orders issued by 
divisional forest officer to 
receive rupees 2,23,030 and 
ordered to get money from 
the concerned persons and 
report after depositing that 
money in the treasury.

The committee warned that 
no such negligence would 
be tolerated in future. The 
committee directed to collect 
rupees 2.904 million payable 
to DFO Swat office the case 
should be pursued in the 

court of law. The 
committee also 
directed to wind up 
the issue of rupees 
52,724 within one 
month and the 
submission of the report to 
the committee. The 
committee also studied in 
detail the audit objections of 
year 2008-09.  

The committee directed the 
finance department to 
deduct the loans at source 
issued to Wapda and other 
departments and submit the 
report after examining the 
difference between bank 
accounts and finance books. 

The smugglers go underground the moment 
DFO Sern division, Akhtar Beg took the 

charge
Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, March 06, 2011 

College Road (Shamal representative) DFO 
Sern Division, Akhtar Beg took the charge 
and the smugglers immediately go 
underground. Akhtar Beg is honest and 
thorough gentleman, the illegal cutting 
decreased visibly after he took the charge. 

The political and social circles of Mansehra 
expressed the hopes that the appointment of 
Akhtar Beg would result in the increase of 
forests and greenery. The smugglers have 
planned to change their profession. 

The forest department should stop the illegal 
cutting of forests: Aurangzeb Khan 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, March 06, 2011 

Battal (Crime reporter) 
President Forest Protection 

committee, Kotli Bala, 
Aurangzeb Khan visited 

battel and talked to the 
journalists, he said the 
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timber mafia was cutting the 
forests unrelentingly and 
soon the forests would 
become treeless plains. The 
forest department has to 
acquire the services of local 

committees. DFO Ejaz Qadir 
had formed those 
committees. He said the 
timber mafia was destroying 
the forests, their committees 
had tightened their grip on 

the smugglers, they 
would stop the 
illegal cutting with 
the cooperation of 
forest department.

The sale of the land of forest department to 
construct hotel declared null and void by the 

Supreme Court 
SC orders the subordinate court to begin the hearing of the 
case again 

Daily Aaj, Abbottabad, March 08, 2011 

Peshawar (News reporter) 
Supreme Court of Pakistan 
has declared the sale deed of 
forest department land for 
the purpose of constructing 
hotel as null and void and 
ordered the subordinate 
court to hear again the case. 
The Bench comprising Mr 
Justice Nasir-ul-Mulk and 
Mr justice Ameer Khan 

Muslim heard the appeal of 
forest department through 
provincial government in its 
Peshawar registery.  

It was contended in the 
appeal that 7 kanal of land 
in Kalam Atrorr had been 
sold to some Masood 
Shanwari to construct the 
hotel. “The land belongs to 

forest department, and that 
is forest protected area, 
therefore, the decision of 
lower court be declared null 
and void.” The worth bench 
declared the lower court’s 
verdict null and void and 
directed to begin the hearing 
again.

Timber mafia turns forests into treeless stretch 
The forest officials are silent after getting sweetner 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, March 09, 2011 

Haripur (Staff reporter) The 
timber mafia has devastated 
the Haripur forests and gave 
them a deserted look, the 
forest department official 
stay aloof after getting their 
share. The future of Hazara 
division is very bleak. 
According to details the 
forest department, Haripur 

has given a free hand to the 
timber mafia, that’s the 
reason the mafia is busy 
doing its business fearlessly. 
Police is also cooperative 
with them and let them go 
after their palm is greased. 
The disasterous cutting in 
Darband, Swabi, Nara 
Aamazai, Gul Gandigar, 

Srikot and Khanpur 
continues at a very high 
pace. The influential 
personalities are also 
involved in this vicious 
practice, that’s the main 
reason the police and forest 
department keep away from 
them.
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The forest department officials impounded 
a vehicle loaded with precious timber 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, March 10, 2011 

Khanpur (Deputy bureau 
report) SDO Khanpur forest 
department, Taimoor Ilyas 
and forester, Babu Asif and 
other officials erected a 

check post at Hattar Road 
under the directions of  DFO 
Haripur. During checking, a 
vehicle (IS 2363) was 
stopped, the vehicle was 

searched and superior 
quality Dyar wood was 
recovered from the truck, 
the truck was impounded. 

A violent fight between officials of Tanglai 
forest department and the timber smugglers 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, March 10, 2011 

Konish valley, Battal 
(Shamal correspondents) An 
armed clash took place 
between forest officials and 
the timber smugglers in 
Konish valley, many 
officials were seriously 
injured. FIR has been lodged 
in Battal Police station 

against the timber 
smugglers.
The detail reports say that 
the smugglers were busy 
cutting the forests Tanglai 
area when the forest officials 
got the news; they 
immediately reached the 
scene and took axes, saws 

and other tools from them. 
The smugglers attacked the 
officials and injured many of 
the personnel. It is worth 
mentioning that the 
department has started 
crack down on the 
smugglers for last many 
days.

An inquiry is demanded against the Sern 
Valley forest department for its alleged 

corruption
Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, March 11, 2011 

Sern (Shamal 
correspondent) The people 
of the Panchol Manda Kachh 
held a press conference in 
Mutehidda Press Club and 
talked with the journalists 
on the issue of corruption 
scandal of Sern forest 

department. They said the 
facts about the corruption 
od Sern forest department 
should be made public.

During the tenure of DFO 
Ejaz Qadir the state owned 
forests were inflicted with 

the loss in millions, it was 
approximately 600 million 
rupees. The Supreme Court 
should take notice and take 
the persons involved to the 
law. The inquiry should be 
held for all the forests 
instead of only one JFMC, 
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because the perpetrators of 
such a huge embezzlement 
deserve no relaxation. The 

people said that the 
government should 
immediately ban the permits 

and give the control 
of forests to FC. 

The transfer orders of DFO Ejaz Qadir taken back 
Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, March 14, 2011 

Mansehra (Reporter) Ejaz 
was transferred from Sern 
Forest Division a week ago 
and Akhtar beg was 
appointed. Ejaz went to 
Peshawar and got the orders 
cancelled through some 
manipulation and reached 
the Sern Division again.  

It is important to note that 
after DFO Dr Naseem 
Javed’s departure, about 

half a dozen officers served 
the area, nobody could stay 
for more than three months 
whereas Ejaz stayed for 
about 10 months. He was 
recently transferred, but the 
higher officials were forced 
to take back those orders 
which created suspicion 
among the people of the 
area. They are of the view 
there is no criteria of merit. 
Many senior officers are 

working under the junior 
officers.

The local residents have 
appealed the higher officials 
of the forest department to 
visit and inspect all the 
forests and take action 
against the persons 
responsible for the 
misappropriation.

Junior influential officials are also involved 
in the cutting down of Battal Forests 

The officials manage to be appointed at the same beat for 
years and keep on stealing the forests: President 
Muhammad Nawaz 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, March 15, 2011 

Battal (Special 
correspondent) The 
president Forest Protection 
and development 
Committee, Hilkot Range 
and General secretary, 
Khurshid Khan of Hilkot 
range have met the Shamal 
correspondent and 
appreciated the NAB 
officials for their operation 
against the smugglers. They 
said that the smugglers 

which had been fined and 
punished were not the only 
group involved in the 
devastation of the forests, 
there are hundreds of their 
fellows in Hazara division, 
who are involved in the 
illegal cutting of the forests. 
In fact the ban on the legal 
practice of cutting the forests 
encouraged the illegal 
cutting which has become 
incurable disease.  

The junior officials are also 
involved in the illegal 
cutting as they have the 
backing of political figures. 
Those officials are appointed 
in the same beat for years 
through the patronage of 
those political personalities. 
The office holders admired 
the action of Battal Police 
Station officials against the 
timber mafia. They said the 
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police should watch the 
suspicious vehicles during 
the patrolling, that would 
help eradication of the 
smuggling. They stressed 
upon the need of 
cooperation of police force. 
The honest forest officials 
are helpless before those (if 
they want to act against 

smugglers) fully armed 
smugglers.

They showed their optimism 
on the appointment of Syed 
Rasool Shah as DSP 
Shankiari Circle. They said 
that the DSP would direct 
the police stations within his 
jurisdiction to crush the 

smugglers, theses 
criminals should be 
treated like robbers 
and other criminals.
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The DSP should 
cleanse the area of such 
criminals; that would not 
only be his duty but also a 
service to the whole area. 

Forests are being cut mercilessly on the 
behest of corrupt forest officials 

Munir Shah Kazmi says that forests would become plains if 
the unrelenting cutting was not stopped 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, March 19, 2011 

Nagari Totial (Special 
correspondent) The 
government should act 

timely to save the forests of 
Chanali. The corrupt 
officials have joined the 

timber smugglers to destroy 
the national assets.  

The popular singer of UC 
Nagari Totial village, Munir 
Hussain Shah Kazmi has 
demanded the government 
and DCO Abbottabad to 
take quick action against the 
corrupt officials. The forest 
department is intimated 
many a times but no action 
is being taken. Everyday 

trees worth millions of 
rupees are cut and 
transported to other areas.  
The forest officials sell grass 
of the forests, but buyers of 
grass also take small trees 
with them. If the illegal 
cutting is not stopped in 
time, the forest will show a 
picture of black mountains, 
which will not only cause 
pollution but also a cruel act 
for the coming generations.  

Abbottabad, The hard-hearted management 
sold out 150 years old precious tree 

The timber smugglers paid merely a few thousand and fled away 
with tree worth millions of rupees towards undisclosed destination 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, March 19, 2011 

Abbottabad (General 
reporter) Many dead trees 
were cut from different parts 

of Abbottabad, there was 
one tree near district council 
hall having many qualities, 

it was dry, very healthy and 
very expensive. That tree 
was also cut, it was like 



SDPI
Sustainable   Development   Policy   Institute

Abbottabad, 150 years old, 
its name is Elam, its wood is 
many time expensive than 
Shisham wood. That huge 
tree gave cooling equal to 
100 airconditioners, 
absorbed pollution and 

produce huge amount of 
Oxygen.

Many travellers would take 
rest under that tree, vendors 
and street hawkers would 
run their business under 
that tree. The wood of that 

tree was flawless 
and was 
transported to some 
factory in Lahore. 
Its 500 cubic feet 
wood was of rupees 
1500,000 thousand according 
to government rates. 
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Galiat forest being cut with the abetment 
of forest department 

Forest officers and forest guards have given free hand to 
the timber smugglers, the committees to save the forests 

are helpless 
Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, March 20, 2011 

Barrian (Special 
correspondent) Save the 
forests of Barrian and other 
areas from the clutches of 
black mailer officials. Forest 
officer Sirdar Pervez and 
forest guard Sirdar Wajid 
appointed in the forests of 
Kalas Kala village and 
adjacent areas are 
responsible for the cutting of 
forests.

If these officials stay for a 
little longer period, the 
forests will be converted to 
barren plains and the 
beautiful face of galiat will 
be tarnished.
This forest officer Sirdar 
Pervez was previously a 
forest guard in that area, 
now he is forest officer. The 
tree cutting speed is always 
very high in his tenure.  

The committees are formed 
to protect the forests, but 
these committees are 
normally dependent on 

these officers, these 
committees have a large 
network which is used for 
their own purpose. Any 
poor or low class worker 
does not dare to pick even a 
single branch from the 
ground, but if a rich person 
fell 4 trees in one day, 
nobody would ask. Of late, 
the amount of trees cut was 
about rupees 70,000, but 
these officers have the 
receipt of only 25,000.  

If these officers are allowed 
to perform duties and sell 
the forests at very low rates 
and no such actions are 
taken against them, they 
forest will be no more on the 
face of earth. 
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Chapter 02

New status of Kala Dhaka to curb 
timber ‘mafia’ activities 

The News Islamabad/Rawalpindi, January 31, 2011 

By Noor Aftab 
Islamabad: One can rightly 
expect that change in status 
of Kala Dhaka from tribal 
area to 25th district of 
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa is 
likely to help curb fast 
increasing illegal activities 
of infamous timber ‘mafia’ 
in this specific area where it 
is believed to have been 
enjoying ‘liberty’ in absence 
of local administration for 
longer years. 

The activities of timber 
‘mafia’ in Kala Dhaka came 
into the notice of the 
provincial government last 
year when a detailed FIA 
inquiry report (No 31/10, 
serial No SIG/PU/183 
conducted by Special 
Investigation Group (SIG), 

FIA, Peshawar, and 
submitted to FIA 
Headquarters on July 6, 
2010) revealed that five 
groups and dozens of 
individuals were involved in 
cutting and smuggling trees 
out to other areas using 
routes from Agror Tanawal 
and Sher Garh. 

The draft of the inquiry 
report available with this 
scribe pointed out that local 
administration has limited 
control over Kala Dhaka and 
adjoining areas of Mansehra 
from where trees were cut 
illicitly and smuggled out 
either through Indus River 
in steamers or through 
auctions when it was shown 
as confiscated timber by the 
forest department. 

It said the tribal area of Kala 
Dhaka is surrounded by 
mountains on the western 
side of district Mansehra 
and on the eastern side by 
Indus River. River Indus 
acts as an important passage 
way for smuggling out trees 
not only from the forests of 
Kala Dhaka but also in the 
forests of surrounding areas 
like Sher Garh that falls in 
the settled area, but due to 
weak control of the local 
administration over this 
area, the timber smugglers 
usually get their way. 

“The routes which are used 
for smuggling timber are 
various and very difficult to 
follow whereas criminals 
belonging to the Kala Dhaka 

Timber Mafia - Illegal 
Cutting & Smuggling 
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are well acquainted with 
those routes and operating 
successfully,” the report 
said.

The report said although 
timber permits were given 
only for ‘Guzara Forests’ but 
they had information that 
trees were cut down from 
‘Reserve Forests’ as well on 
large scale. Two kinds of 
permits are issued including 
Local Permits and Non-
Residential Permits. Local 
Permits are issued to the 
local residents of those 
villages where the timber is 
used for domestic use while 
the Non-Residential Permits 
are issued to carry off the 
timber out of the area. 

The government as well as 
the private sector 
contributes to afforestation 
every year by planting 
millions of saplings, but 
illegal tree cutting has been 

hampering the efforts aimed 
at enhancing the forest 
cover.

Every year millions cubic 
meter forest wood is used 
for domestic as well as 
commercial purposes and 
the country now ranks 
lowest among South Asian 
countries regarding forest 
covered area and unlikely to 
meet the target of enhancing 
forest cover area by six 
percent by 2015. 

Even India stands among 
top ten countries with 
around 23% forest cover 
area of the total land while 
others in region are also far 
ahead of Pakistan’s forest 
cover area of just 5.1%. 

Minister for Environment 
and Forest of Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa Wajid Ali 
Khan told this scribe that 
most of the timber 

smugglers have 
been operating 
from Kala Dhaka 
and adjoining areas 
where local administration 
enjoyed no control in the 
past.

“We are taking measures to 
check illegal cutting of trees 
in Hazara areas and officials 
of the forest department are 
quite active in curbing this 
illegal practice but we can 
do nothing in areas falling in 
the tribal belt,” he said. 

Wajid Ali Khan said 
development funds of the 
environment ministry has 
been seized and diverted to 
efforts being made for 
rehabilitation of flood 
affected people, adding “we 
are doing our work with 
limited resources but still all 
out efforts are being made to 
curb illegal cutting of trees 
in the province.”

Translation from Urdu News

Ougi police chased the fleeing smugglers, 
captured them and impounded two vehicles 

loaded with timber
Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, January 24, 2011 

Ougi (Bureau report) Ougi 
police took action against 
timber mafia and recovered 
hundreds of feet expensive 

timber which was loaded on 
two vehicles. The timber 
was dumped at Ougi. 
According to details 

Additional SHO Matloob 
Shah with his contingent 
was on routine patrol when 
he saw two vehicles loaded 



SDPI
Sustainable   Development   Policy   Institute

Pakistan Forest Digest 17 Vol. 1, No. 4, January – March 2011 

with timber at Nariala. The 
vehicles’ drivers, on seeing 
police sped away. The 
additional SHO Matloob 
Shah chased the smugglers 
with his police party 
stopped the vehicles at 
Karorri and dumped the 
timber at Ougi police 

station. The SHO Ougi 
police station, Mubarik 
Hussain raided Khatai and 
arrested a wanted criminal 
absconded for years. The 
arrested criminal Zar 
Muhammad s/o Abdul 
Hameed of Khatai was sent 
to Khatai for further 

investigation. SHO 
Mubarik Hussain 
said that raids 
would continue 
against the criminal 
elements, because safety of 
life and property of common 
man is prime responsibility 
of the police.

Photo caption: Hawalian: 500 cubic feet timber recovered from oil tanker, and the accused in Hawalian 

police custody.  
Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, January 10, 2011 

Effects of Winter: The forests of Lora Aurangari 
and Totial circle are undergoing disastrous cutting

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, January 30, 2011 

Ser Sharqi (Special
correspondent) The forests 
of circles of Lora, Ser Sharqi, 
Ser Gharbi and Nagri Totial 
are being devastated by 
timber smugglers and the 
guards are sleeping 
peacefully. As the winter 
approaches, timber 
smugglers speed up the 
illegal cutting of the forests, 
the forest officer has joined 
hands with the smugglers. 
According to details, three 
union councils of Lora circle, 

Ser Sharqi, Ser Gharbi and 
Nagari Totial are the worst 
target of smugglers who 
have complete cooperation 
of forest officials. Timber 
mafia smuggles wood on 
jeeps and transport them to 
different areas. The forests 
which are national asset and 
beautiful face of the area are 
now victim of the collusion 
of forest department and 
timber mafia. If the timber 
mafia is not stopped in time, 
the beautiful forests of the 

area will vanish. It’s the 
need of the hour to act 
quickly and the officials and 
other people responsible for 
the destruction of forests 
should be taken to task. The 
people of the area have 
strongly protested against 
the merciless cutting of the 
Lora circle forests. The 
repeated appeals to the 
higher officials have no 
effect, the Lora circle’s 
beauty is withering. 
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Editorial:

Cutting down of forests
Daily Aaj, Abbottabad, February 06, 2011 

Provincial forest Minister, Wajid Ali Khan 
admitted on the floor of Khyber 
Pakhtoonkhwa Assembly that despite the 
fact there is ban on the cutting of forests, 
illegal cutting is going on, and on the top of 
that smuggling is rampant, which testifies 
the failure of government to protect this 
national asset. In the same context, avoidance 
of legal action against the persons who are 
involved in this heinous crime encourages 
further the corruption and malpractice. In 
response to a question by MPA Jaffer Shah, 
the provincial minister said due to ban on the 
cutting of new trees, the smugglers cut the 
trees and bury them under ground so they 
may look older when they get them out. A 
newly elected MPA, hailing from Shangla 
took the oath and accused the government of 
rigging in his very first speech; he also 
contended that DCO of his area had links 
with the timber mafia. The DCO, according 
to him was involved in the smuggling of 
timber. The Provincial Minister for 
Information and culture, Mian Iftikhar 
Hussain strongly rejected the allegations of 
rigging in polls, but in case of the 

involvement of said DCO in timber 
smuggling, he was uncertain and demanded 
independent inquiry. In the same vain, 
inquiry should be initiated that how the trees 
are first cut, then buried under ground to 
give them a look of old trees, then those trees 
are smuggled very conveniently. 
Whereas the uncontrolled cutting of forests 
not only is the embezzlement of national 
asset by the timber mafia with the 
connivance of forest officials, but the mass 
level cutting results in adverse weather 
effects, like lesser rains and land erosions. So 
the confession by the forest minister and the 
verbal promise to take action against the 
culprits will have no effect. Unfortunately no 
action has been taken against the forest 
looters, the plunderers of national assets, so 
there confidence is high, and the practice of 
destruction continues in different areas of 
Hazara Division. No action has ever been 
taken against timber mafia. Now, as the 
minister himself has admitted the 
malpractice, it is needed that stern legal 
action should be taken against the robbers of 
this national wealth.

Forest cutting touches new heights, the 
department shuts its eyes 

Public complaints, media reports and forest owners’ beseeching 
have no effect 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, February 09, 2011 

Konish Valley (Bureau 
chief) Timber smuggling 
rises and forest cutting 

continues unabatedly, but 
the blindfold of forest 
officials could not be untied. 

Smuggling is going on at 
night and in broad daylight, 
media reporting and forest 
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owners’ complains have no 
effect. Public resentment 
against the forest 
department is of no avail. 
The forest owners helplessly 
watch their forest being 
devastated with the 
collaboration of corrupt 
forest officials. The timber 
smugglers are so well 
connected that they run 

their business without any 
fear. The local people say 
that in addition to forest 
officials, the concerned area 
police is also involved in 
their business. The police is 
on patrol on the Silk Road, if 
the forest officials do not 
nab any smuggler, police 
also do not discharge its 
duty to catch any smuggler. 

One survey says if 
the pace of 
smuggling and 
illegal cutting 
continues, soon the forests 
will give a look of deserted 
barren land instead of lush 
green forest. The silence of 
different forest protection 
committees is amazing. 

End of Sern Valley forests, mountains 
give a look of treeless stretch 

The forest officials know everything, but they keep mum 
Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, February 09, 2011 

Sern Valley (Special
reporter) Sern Valley, once 
full of lush green forest, is 
being deprived of trees 
every day. Hundreds of 
trees are being illegally cut 
on daily basis. Dyar and 
Byar trees adored this 
valley, but it’s bad luck that 
tree are being cut 
mercilessly. It’s regrettable 

that the timber smugglers 
are cutting trees in the 
presence of senior forest 
officials. The trees are 
responsible to save the area 
from floods. The residents of 
Ser Valley clearly put the 
blame on Forest department 
officials, they say that if the 
cutting is not discouraged; 
the valley within a few years 

will be without trees, and 
the protectors of forests will 
be responsible. The forests 
from Wasli Mountains to 
Khanpur are vanishing due 
to illegal cutting. It is hoped 
that the forest officials will 
come out of deep slumber 
and will give this issue a 
serious thought. 

The department takes notice of illegal 
cutting in Shakar Dara forests 

Grid Station has been approved and many other developmental 
projects are in the pipeline, Commissioner Kohat assures the 
delegation

Daily Mashriq, Abbottabad, February 12, 2011 

Kohat (Bureau report) A 14 
member delegation of Pak 

Saghari development 
Society met Commissioner 

Kohat Division, Muhammad 
Khalid Khan Umerzai in his 
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office. The delegation was 
led by former Deputy 
Commissioner, Abdul Qadir 
Khattak and Brigadier 
Muhammad Ali. Additional 
Commissioner, Aqal Badsha 
Khattak DCO Kohat, 
Shaidullah Khan DOR 
Azam Jan Khalil, ACO 
Kohat Naeem Anwar 
Sadozai and APA Said Gul 
Jamal were also present at 
that occasion. The 
delegation informed the 
Commissioner Muhammad 
Khalid Khan about various 
problems of the residents: 
Construction of grid station 
in Shakar dara, Uplift Indus 
River Water supply scheme, 

Fuel supply by OGDC for 
three generators to restore 
the Rehmanabad Water 
supply scheme and the 
illegal cutting of forests at 
large scale and low pressure 
of natural gas.

The commissioner while 
talking to the delegation 
said that he was fully aware 
of the problems of the area. 
The grid station of 
Shakardara had been 
approved, and many other 
developmental projects were 
in the pipeline. He took 
strict exception of the illegal 
cutting of forests and 
directed the DFO forest to 

take effective 
measures to curb 
the practice. In the 
meanwhile the 
commissioner was talking to 
a 9 member delegation of 
Gargari, Distt Karak. He 
said the road blocks and 
other similar steps were not 
the solution of problems. He 
said the solution of all the 
issues was through 
dialogues and jirgas. Khalid 
Khan Umerzai said that 
Karak Mountains are full of 
natural resources. There are 
bright chances of oil and 
natural gas in this area 
which would revolutionise 
the economy of the area.  

Illegal cutting in Tanglai hill forest 
touching new heights 
Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, February 12, 2011 

Baffa (Special reporter) The 
cutting of small trees from 
Baffa, Tanglai mountains is 
booming. The people living 
near Tangalai Mountains cut 

the trees at night and supply 
that timber by donkey carts 
to the city markets. The 
routine is alarming for the 
last few weeks. This practice 

is endangering the Baffa 
Green Gold. The local 
residents have appealed to 
stop it. 

The cutting of forests in Jhandwal and 
suburbs could not be stopped 

Daily Mashriq, Abbottabad, February 22, 2011 

Dhodial (Correspondent)
The relentless cutting of the 
forests of Shankiari, 
Jhandwal and suburbs 
continues. The forest 

officials are unmoved. The 
media reports with proofs 
have no effect on the forest 
department. The criminals 
are wiping out the forests 

unashamedly. The forests 
have special role in any 
country. It cleanses the 
polluted environment. The 
smugglers are cutting the 
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forests remorselessly. If the 
forests are not protected, the 
forests will be no more. The 
illegal and unhindered 

cutting is inflicting monitory 
loss to the government. The 
new trees are cut with the 

cooperation of 
forest officials. 

Attempt to smuggle timber, timber mafia 
opened fire on officials on resistance 

Daily Mashriq, Abbottabad, February 12, 2011 

Khanpur (Bureau report) 
Chhoi area in Khanpur 
police precincts, the 
smugglers opened fire on 
forest officials and fled with 
their vehicles. According to 

reports, timber smugglers 
were carrying wood from 
Pakhial forests to Khanpur, 
from where it was to be 
smuggled to Punjab. The 
forest officials tried to stop 

the smugglers at Chhoi 
point when the timber mafia 
opened fire on them and 
fled with the vehicles. 

Battal police caught smuggler’s vehicle 
and registered case against the smuggler 

The illegal cutting of forest continues with the connivance of forest guard, 
Konish Valley Action Committee demands for action 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, February 24, 2011 

Konish Valley
(Correspondent) The forest 
guard of Forest department 
is patronising the timber 
smugglers, the illegal 
cutting continues, forests are 
at the verge of extinction. 
Police takes action and 
register case against the 
smuggler and the vehicle. 
According to details, Timber 
was being smuggled in a 
Datsun pickup on Battel 
Asthan road. Police got the 
information and Hawaldar 
Ishaq, who was on duty at 

Malkan Asthan road, chased 
the vehicle, but the driver 
fled away with vehicle 
loaded with precious timber.  

The driver reportedly was 
Mumtaz s/o Mian Dad, 
resident of Asthan Galiu. 
The driver took that vehicle 
to some unknown place and 
off loaded the timber and 
parked the vehicle in Batal 
Market to shun the 
suspicion, but the police 
impounded the vehicle and 
registered case against the 

driver. It is said that the 
accused was smuggling 
timber for a long time, and 
he had the backing of a 
forest guard.  It is learned 
that the forest guard is a 
close relative of the accused. 
The office bearers of the 
Konish Action Committee 
have shown their 
apprehension that the 
protectors of the forests 
were bent upon destroying 
the forests.  Later, the 
coordinator of action 
committee, Maqsood Khan 
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demanded to take action 
against the corrupt officials 
of the forest department.  

He strongly condemned the 
nefarious designs of the 

forest officials. He said that 
Konish Valley forests were 
being devastated but the 
rulers are not moved. 
Hawaldar Ishaq, when 
contacted, said that he had 

been pressurised by 
the forest guard 
and others. 

The strict actions are essential to prevent 
the illegal cutting of forests, trees are 

being cut unabatedly 
Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, February 25, 2011 

Lora (Bureau report) The forests of Lora 
circle are being cut without any fear and the 
forest officials keep mum after getting their 
share. Circle Lora is surrounded by beautiful 
trees, but they are being cut without any 
permit. According to reports, a few days ago, 
Lora police had captured illegal timber from 

smugglers. Now the smugglers have 
organised again, they pay bribe to the forest 
officials per trip. They are smuggling timber 
without any fear. The people of the area have 
appealed the higher officials to stop the 
illegal cutting.  

Chhatar Plain, smugglers enjoy 
unhindered smuggling. 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, February 27, 2011 

Chhatar Plain (Shamal
correspondent) Timber 
mafia is ruling over Chhatar 
plain, no action has been 
taken despite the media 
reports, the people strongly 
protest. The prominent 
personalities of Retar Pain, 
Bala Adhian and Damana, 
Haji Razi Khan, Bakhat 
Zada, Zar Muhammad, Haji 
Aman Sultan, Imran Khan 
and others expressed their 
concerns. The said that the 
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timber mafia had almost 
finished the big forests, now 
they were eyeing the smaller 
ones. If a timely action is not 
taken, they will convert the 

green mountains into 
treeless plains. If the 
department cannot take 
action against them, we shall 
chase them and in case of 

any unpleasant 
incident,
administration will 
be responsible. 

Ougi Road police operation, 
hundreds of feet timber 

recovered.
Police says that 500 feet timber was recovered, the forest department 
is unaware 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, February 27, 2011 

Chhatar Plain, Konish 
Valley (Shamal
Correspondents) Batal 
Police on a mission against 
the smugglers, captured a 
dumper loaded with 
hundreds of feet illegal 
timber. The details reveal 
that previous night, SHO 
Battal Police Station, 
Muhammad Javed Khan 

directed Muhammad Ishaq 
and Ajmal Khan to patrol on 
Ougi Road. They were on 
duty when they noticed a 
dumper TKS 255, loaded 
with timber. Police stopped 
the vehicle on suspicion and 
searched the vehicle and 
found about 500 feet 
expensive timber. Police 
arrested the driver and 

impounded the vehicle. It is 
worth mentioning that the 
Konish Valley’s lush green 
forests are becoming plains, 
hundreds of feet timber is 
being smuggled everyday. 
The forest officials know all 
but pose as ignorant, the 
efficiency of forest 
department is questionable. 

Tarbella Lake becomes Golden spot for drug 
smugglers and timber mafia 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, February 27, 2011 

Gadwalia (Shamal
Correspondent) Tarbella 
lake has become an 
attraction for the drug 
smugglers and the timber 
mafia. Drugs and timber 
worth millions of rupees is 
being smuggled through 

the lake to different banks, 
from there it is 
transported by vehicles to 
Punjab. Timber smugglers 
and the forest officials are 
hand in gloves with each 
other, whereas the drug 
smuggling operates under 

the supervision of police. 
Various personalities of 
Haripur have demanded 
the DPO Haripur, 
Muhammad Ali Gandapur 
to stop the smuggling 
through Tarbella lake. 
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A loot sale of trees in Chhatar Plain by 
timber smugglers, forest department 
involved

The private forest owners threatens to launch a campaign to protest 
the negligence and abetment of the officials 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, March 01, 2011 

Chhatar Plain (Shamal
Correspondent) Timber 
mafia have put illegally cut 
trees on loot sale with 
alleged connivance of forest 
officials. The forest owners 
have strongly protested the 
merciless cutting of trees by 
timber mafia and alleged 
negligence of forest officials, 
they have threatened to 
launch a movement against 
them. The smugglers after 
cutting Chhatar Plain, Neel, 
Ben Dheri, Haleem Bagro, 
Khan Gali and Koh Bhalja 
forests, have focussed on 
smaller forests. The forest 
officials keep busy at tea 
stall in Chhatar Plain and 
Battal Bazaars instead of 

guarding the forests. Theses 
were the views of forest 
owners like Babu 
Muhammad Sultan, Haji 
Hakim Khan, Niaz 
Muhammad, Contractor 
Muntezir Khan, Saifoor 
Khan, Javed Khan, and 
Nazeer Khan. The group 
further said the Chhatar 
Plain forests are being 
destroyed with the 
cooperation of forest 
officials.

The forest department 
normally does not take 
action against the timber 
smugglers, in case, if they 
have to, they let them go 
away after getting sweetener 

or by some other 
‘recommendation.’ The 
delegation contended that 
when some senior officer is 
to visit the forest, some 
forest officials inform the 
timber mafia in advance to 
fail the surprise visit of that 
officer.

The forest officials serve the 
department less and the 
timber smugglers more. The 
delegation has appealed the 
higher officials to mend the 
inefficient and corrupt 
officials; otherwise they 
would be forced to take 
direct action. 

Open auction ordered for confiscated timber in Battkhela 
The Senior Civil Judge had confiscated 980 sleepers which were 
being smuggled 

Daily Mashriq, Abbottabad, March 07, 2011 

Battkhela (Mashriq
Correspondent) Senior Civil 
Judge, Battkhela confiscated 
huge cache of illegal timber 
and sentenced the criminals 

to fine and imprisonment. 
The forest department will 
hold open auction of the 
timber. According to details, 
the forest department 

Malakand started operation 
clean up against illegal 
timber market with the help 
of security forces. They 
recovered collectively 980 
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sleepers, arrested 3 
smugglers and a vehicle 
especially designed to 
smuggle timber secretly. 
DFO forest Shaukat Hayat 
and Range officer Battkhela 
forest division Wasil Khan 

registered case against them 
under the forest act. Senior 
Civil Judge Nadeem 
Muhammad, after the 
completion of hearings, 
fined all the three accused, 
Rabnawaz resident of thana, 

Zameen resident of 
Chakdara and 
Alamgir resident of 
Battkhela 20,000 
each and 5 days 
imprisonment and ordered 
to confiscate all the timber. 

Khalabatt Police captures illegal expensive timber 
from a godown 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, March 11, 2011 

Khalabatt (Shamal
Correspondent) Khalabatt 
police after a successful raid 
under the directions of DPO, 
recovered high quality 
expensive timber from 
godowns. Last evening, 
DPO Haripur, Muhammad 
Ali Ganadpur directed A&P 

Najeeb Khan, DSP Saboor 
Khan and SHO Khalabatt 
police station Shauklat 
Khan. They along with 
heavy contingent of elite 
force, raided a deserted 
factory, Rehan Woollen in 
sector 4, industrial estate 
and recovered 1560 pieces of 

expensive Biar, Partal timber 
in thousands of cubic feet 
which amounted to be of 
many millions. SHO 
Khalabatt Shaukat Khan 
told the journalists that the 
captured timber was worth 
many millions and so far no 
claimant had come afore. 

An attempt to smuggle timber from Mansehra 
foiled

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, March 11, 2011 

Mansehra (Staff reporter)
The petrol squad cordoned 
off the road and failed an 
attempt to smuggle timber 
in a large quantity. Forest 
Guard allegedly told that 
smuggling of expensive 

timber was going on from 
distt Abbottabad to distt 
Mansehra. The attempt was 
foiled on the tip off by an 
informant. It’s worth 
mentioning that a few 
months ago smugglers shot 

at the forest guard to 
prevent him to chase, his 
legs were severely injured. 
He had lost his legs and is 
still under treatment in a 
hospital.

A truck seized while smuggling timber 
Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, March 12, 2011 

Khanpur(Deputy bureau 
report) Range officer 
Khanpur Babu Asif and 

other forest department 
officials checked truck 
C1353 Abbottabad with 

the cooperation of Police 
force Farooqia Check Post. 
The flooring of truck was 
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removed. Expensive Pine 
wood was concealed very 
meticulously. The price is 
estimated to be around 
150,000 rupees. The timber 
was taken from Mansehra 
Sachian Jaborri. The 

timber was owned by 
Umer Riaz. The names of 
truck driver and the 
cleaner are the same, i.e. 
Siddique. The truck with 
timber-load was taken to 
Khanpur check post, forest 

department, and 
was taken into 
custody of 
Taimoor Ilyas 
who is also the in charge 
of check post.

The green trees in Shankiari are 
wasted after branches are cut 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, March 12, 2011 

Shankiari (Special
correspondent) Before the 
tomato season starts, 
Shankiari and adjoining 
areas are witnessing a very 

harmful routine. Green 
branches are cut from the 
trees and sold out. Daily 
branches worth thousands 
of rupees are transported 

through Afghan trolleys. 
The forest officials are silent. 
The public circles have 
appealed the higher officials 
to stop the practice. 

Forest department is sleeping; Police fined 
the smugglers after capturing timber 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, March 12, 2011 

Mansehra (Shamal reporter) 
The smuggler invisible to 
the officials of forest 
department was nabbed by 
SHO Mansehra city, cadet 
Khurshid Tanoli. The truck 
with heavy load of timber 
was taken into custody and 
fine was imposed. The 
police sources informed that 
Mansehra city SHO, Cadet 
Khurshid shah was on his 
routine patrol when he saw 
a truck number GLT 7273, it 
was intercepted and 
checked. Thousands of feet 
timber was 

being smuggled by Waris 
s/o Muhammad Younis 
resident of Sani Bala. The 

timber and truck were taken 
into custody. The smuggler 
was fined rupees 2,61,493 by 
DFO forest department. The 
public and social circles of 
the area have said that forest 
officials do not take action 
against the smuggler just to 
earn a few rupees. The 
timber smugglers have 
devastated the forests. The 
people of the area have 
expressed their confidence 
in the SHO cadet Khurshid 
Tanoli.
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Sri Kot forests are suffering from severe illegal cutting, 
mountains become plains 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, March 14, 2011 

Gadwalia (Shamal
correspondent) The adjacent 
village of district Haripur, 
SriKot is facing ever going 
illegal cutting of forests. The 
forest department, Ghazi is 
fully involved in wiping out 
the forests. According to 
details, scenic beauty of Sri 
Kot forests is being marred 
by constant cutting of 
precious trees. The 
government has banned the 
cutting of certain trees, but 
every kind of trees are cut 

from the mountains to inflict 
great loss to the 
government.

The sources claim that some 
criminal-minded officials of 
Ghazi Forest Department 
are involved who abet with 
the contractors of Distt 
Swabi and other districts 
against kickbacks and 
facilitate smuggling of 
timber through Datsun 
pickups. The routine is 
going on for a long time. 

The officials appointed at 
the post on the way are 
bribed, who in turn report of 
everything normal.

The people of SriKot have 
demanded DPO 
Muhammad Ali Gandapur 
and other officials that steps 
should be taken to curb the 
cutting of SriKot forests and 
snub the corrupt officials 
involved.  

Storra valley, circle Lora forests are undergoing 
speedy illegal cutting 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, March 14, 2011 

Nagri totial (Special
correspondent) Circle Lora, 
Astorra Valley forests are 
being cut blatantly. The 
forest officials and the 
timber smugglers are 
devastating the forests in 
close partnership of interest. 

Timber is smuggled for the 
whole night in pickups. The 
timber is smuggled by U/C 
Tajwal Pir Kot chairlift to 
Hawalian and to other areas. 
Large amount of timber of 
Mari Chinali forests is 
smuggled through Storra 

Lake to Haripur. The 
practice of smuggling of 
timber to Lora and Totial 
was stopped due to raids, 
now with the appointment 
of new SHO, smuggling 
vehicles are again seen on 
the roads. 

Expensive timber seized from a truck in Khanpur, two culprits 
arrested 

Forest department officials impounded the truck and arrested Jaffer Shah and 
Tayyab Shah, residents of Mansehra 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, March 15, 2011 

Khanpur (Crime reporter) 
Last night Range officer, 

Khanpur, Taimoor Ilyas 
along with forester Asif 

Tanoli, forest guard, Younis 
Altaf and Farzand Shah 
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went on a special raid, 
during the raid they stopped 
a truck with registration no 
E7 100 and searched the 
concealed section of the 
truck and found 200 feet of 
pine wood and impounded 
the truck. The driver Jaffer 

Shah and the owner Tayyab 
Shah, both residents of 
Mansehra were arrested. 
After the appointment of 
Range Officer Taimoor Ilyas 
at Khanpur range and 
forester Asif Tanoli have 
controlled significantly the 

smuggling of 
timber from Hazara 
to Punjab, of late a 
large quantity of 
timber was captured from 
Khalabat Township, 
Haripur. 

Abbottabad police fails an attempt to smuggle 
timber from Mansehra to Punjab 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, March 15, 2011 

Abbottabad (Shamal news) 
A smuggling attempt of 
timber from Mansehra to 
Punjab was foiled. SHO 
Cantt police station, on the 
directions of DPO 
Abbottabad, Muhammad 
Kareem Khan launched 
operation against the timber 
smugglers and stopped a 
truck with registration 
Abbottabad 1657 at Silhad. 

The truck was thoroughly 
searched and 500 feet of 
timber was recovered. The 
timber belonged to a 
notorious smuggler 
Humayyun Khan resident of 
Kakool, and the driver was 
Basharat s/o Dawood 
resident of Hawalian. 
Timber was Biar Pertal. The 
forest officials were called 
and rupees 382,000 was 

fined to the smuggler in the 
presence of forest officials. 
The driver confessed that 
the timber was being 
smuggled from Mansehra to 
Punjab, but it was caught at 
Silhad. It is noticeable there 
are many barriers between 
Mansehra and Abbottabad 
where forest officials are 
posted, but they are of no 
use.

The case of illegal cutting of forests, 11 forest 
officials released on bail, 

High Court suspended the decision of Accountability court and 
admitted the appeal for hearing 

Daily Aaj, Abbottabad, March 18, 2011 

Peshawar (News reporter) 
Two member bench of 
Peshawar High Court, 
comprising Mr Justice Shah 
Jehan Khan and Mr Justice 
Yahya Afridi have ordered 
the release of 11 forest 
officials who were sentenced 
to imprisonment and fine by 

accountability court. 
Ghulam Mohyeddin 
Advocate appeared to 
appeal on behalf of the 
defendants. National 
accountability bureau (NAB) 
had filed a reference against 
11 officials of Mansehra 
Forest Department.

The plea taken in the case 
was that those officials have 
cut expensive wood worth 
millions of rupees and 
inflicted huge loss to the 
national exchequer. The 
accountability court 
sentenced the accused 
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persons with rigorous 
imprisonment from 6 
months to 2 years and fine. 
The defendants appealed in 
Peshawar High Court to 

declare the decision of 
Accountability court null 
and void. The honourable 
bench after a brief hearing 
suspended the 

accountability 
court’s decision and 
set them free until 
the final hearing of 
the case.  

Abbottabad CIA raids and captures a truck, Forest 
officials scuffled with CIA officials for the release of 

timber. 
Timber was caught near Mirpur check post, the forest officials 
reached the scene and made failed attempts to get the timber, Rupees 
300,000 fine imposed 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, March 17, 2011 

Abbottabad (Crime 
reporter) The forest officials 
resort to power play to get 
the timber back, an 
important official of the 
forest department is 
reportedly involved. Last 
night, a truck with 
registration number TKN 
837 fully loaded with timber 
was caught near Mirpur 

Police station at a forest 
check post. The truck was 
owned by Rashid Khan s/o 
Muhammad Iqbal. The 
officials of forest checkpost 
told CIA staff to release the 
timber, on the refusal of 
CIA, the forest officials used 
force to get the timber back, 
but CIA took the timber into 
their custody and released 

only after a fine of rupees 
300,000. The sources claim 
that the smuggling through 
said road was going on with 
the abetment of senior forest 
officer, the check post are 
only used for getting bribes, 
the people of the area have 
demanded action against 
forest officials.  

The cruel way to welcome spring in 
Abbottabad, tree are being cut mercilessly 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, March 21, 2011 

Abbottabad (Crime 
reporter) Tree cutting in 
spring with the help of TMA 
and other institutions is 
going on without any fear. 
The trees around the city 
have been already cut by 
timber smugglers. The 
plants to be fixed in 
plantation drive have been 

mysteriously vanished. 
According to details, the 
trees of Abbottabad are 
being cut very fast, this is 
the first time due to inability 
of district administration, 
and the trees are being cut in 
the season of spring. Many 
huge and historical trees are 
not spared.  

TMA cantonment’s Simla 
Hill area is similarly facing 
unabated cutting. Trees and 
forests around Abbottabad 
are almost finished, the 
smugglers are cutting trees. 
Every year thousands of 
plants are fixed in plantation 
drive, but this year plants 
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vanished by the forest 
department.
Trees which are vital for 
human life and health are 

being cut unashamedly. The 
residents of Abbottabad 
have demanded immediate 

action against the 
administration.

Mansehra police catches two vehicles loaded 
with illegal timber, case has been registered 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, March 23, 2011 

Mansehra (Chief reporter) 
The City police station, 
Mansehra captured two 
vehicles of illegal timber. In 

the wee hours, two vehicles 
with registration number 
1603 and 2786 loaded with 
Biar wood were intercepted 

by City Police station. The 
vehicles were impounded 
and case was registered. 

Sim timber dispute, person ambushed the other 
party, one person injured by gun shot 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, March 23, 2011 

Shankiari (Deputy bureau 
chief) A dispute of tree 
cutting from Sim Dhoka, one 
person hurt in firing. The 
culprits fled from the scene, 
police registered case 
against them. According to 
details, Yesterday, 
Muhammad Zahoor s/o 
Maroof , Khanezaman and 
others were coming to 

Shankiari from their village 
Paloi, near Jano Mandi, Haji 
Roshan s/o Haji Salman 
stopped their vehicle and 
said that he would hold jirga 
to resolve their dispute. 
When they got down the 
vehicle, Mustafa and 
Masroof already waiting for 
them opened fire on them. 
Khanezaman’s leg was 

injured, whereas 
Muhammad Zahoor ran 
away to save his life, the 
culprits fled from the scene 
amid gun shots. A case 
under section 324/34 was 
registered against the 
accused party and raids are 
being done for their arrest.  

Do not kill the silent creatures 
By Mahmood Alam Khalid 

Daily Express, Islamabad, February 26, 2011 

Europe progressed in 19th century, industrial 
advancement and scientific inventions 

exalted that progress, consequently, the 
urban settlement started, people from rural 
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areas moved to cities at mass level. The dark 
side of that progress was that forest were 
wiped out at a very fast pace. The decrease in 
forest brought changes in weather. When 
environmentalists apprised the world about 
grave consequences of forest cutting, the 
people all over the world realised that 
danger and initiated movements to save the 
forests at global level. That’s the main reason 
year 2011 is declared as International Year of 
the Forests. This year all over the world a 
movement is launched to enlighten the 
people for saving the forests. This thing 
should be kept in mind that 1400 million of 
the poorest people of the world live in the 
area of rain forests. According to one report, 
in developing countries, 90 percent of rural 
population use those forests for fuel 
purposes. Every year about 830 million 
square meter area of forest is burnt.

This is historical fact, until 19th century, there 
were forests on 50 per cent area of earth, but 
now it has shrunk to about 30 per cent. 
According to UNO report, now the total 
forest area is about 4 billion hectares. The fast 
cutting of trees had adverse effects on the 
fertility of earth. In total, about 26 billion 
tonnes of upper surface of earth is being 
wasted. According UNO estimates, every 
year about 750 million hectares forests are 
being wiped out, and that’s alarming. The 
small and large forests are like the skin of 
earth, and the forests are responsible for 
moderation in weather according specific 
areas. Forests have actual role in cooling 
down the environment. If we have to cool 
down the world, we shall need 60,000 US$ 
annually for one hectare.  
One field of science, which is 
dendrochronology has proved that trees 
never die, the preserve all the events in their 
rings. For a balanced economy of any 
country, forest area should be 1/4th of total 
area of that country. Pakistan is among those 
countries which have a small area of forests. 

In 1986-87, the total area of forests 
was 4.57 million hectares, which is 
5.2 per cent of the total area of 
Pakistan, now this reduced to 3 per 
cent. (It is worth, mentioning that we include 
all those trees which are in gardens, artificial 
forests, in the fields and around the rivers 
and lakes to increase the percentage to 4 per 
cent) Our total forest area is less than 3 
million hectares and thick forests are at less 
than 1 million hectares. Every year between 7 
to 9 thousand hectares forests are cut down. 
This is important to note that 70 percent area 
of Pakistan is either dry or semi humid, it is 
very difficult to grow any plant there, 
therefore, if once the forests are finished it is 
almost impossible to grow the forest again on 
that area. Khyber Pakhtoonkhwa and the 
Northern Areas were once covered with 
forest about 20/25 years ago, now give 
balding look of mountains. That was the 
reason, that when last year there was heavy 
rainfall, flooding water got mixed with 
melting glaciers and that millions of feet 
water met with clear passage and created 
terrible floods which marked disastrous 
marks on our economy and culture. The 
forest area of Pakistan is threateningly 
decreasing, and on top of that, no trees are 
planted in matching numbers. Every year 
nation is informed that many hundred 
thousand trees are planted. If we sum up the 
number of trees according to department’s 
figures, today Pakistan would have been a 
model for forest growers.
The tree cutting in water courses increase the 
silt in Mangla and Tarbela dams In Tarbela 
Dam, due to silt, around 90,000 acre feet 
water storage is decreasing annually. As a 
result power generation is decreasing and 
canal water is continuously decreasing, the 
power crisis will be drastically increased.  
The seaside forest are fast diminishing, these 
forests break the strength of tides and help 
save the seaside areas from erosion. The fast 
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growing population is a great danger for 
these forests.  

No sensible person can deny the benefits of 
forests. Forests are silent creature who not 
only fulfil the material needs of man but also 
played its role in the development of 
civilisation. This is fact that trees produce 
food and other creatures depend upon them 
for their food requirements. 25 percent 
medicines are dependent upon plants and 
herbs. Singapore has decreased its 
temperature by 3 degrees Celsius just by 
grown large amount of forests. Many state 
owned and other institutions are working 
hard to stop the cutting down of forests, but 
despite that forests are fast decreasing, this is 
warning sign for the mankind. Like many 

countries, Pakistan also discourages 
the cutting of trees and special 
permission is required to cut the 
green trees, and some kind of plants 
cannot be cut, that is prohibited, but the 
violator stay away from the grip of law. 
What is the importance of forests and its 
benefits, common man is not aware, but our 
rulers are fully aware of the effects of forest 
destruction, but their efforts to save the 
forests are almost nil. We are lucky that our 
country has been bestowed with many 
natural gifts, and we are equally unlucky that 
we have destroyed our natural wealth 
brutally. If the forests are finished, human 
life on earth will be no more, so save the 
forest and save yourself.
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Draft of national climate change policy finalized 
The News Islamabad/Rawalpindi, February 21, 2011 

By Noor Aftab 

Islamabad: The draft of 
National Climate Change 
Policy has been finalised 
after two years of 
deliberations and now the 
Environment Ministry 
would present it to the 
federal cabinet for final 
approval, the sources told 
‘The News here on Sunday. 

The sources said the 
recommendations in the 
draft would certainly test 
the government’s 
commitment as it has been 
proposed to go for 
alternative energy resources 
instead of using fossil fuel, 
considered one of the major 
reasons for environmental 
degradation.

The sources said the draft 
recommendations prepared 
by a core group of the 

Environment Ministry 
mainly focuses on two areas 
including adaptation and 
mitigation with an aim to 
enable the country to cope 
with fast increasing 
environmental challenges. 
One of the top officials of 
the Environment Ministry 
told this correspondent that 
continuity of casual 
approach towards 
environmental sector has 
now made economic 
managers and policy makers 
feel the heat as 
environmental degradation 
has started costing five per 
cent of gross domestic 
product (GDP) in Pakistan. 

He said when Prime 
Minister Syed Yusuf Raza 
Gilani was informed during 
a conference that the 
environmental degradation 

was costing five per cent of 
the GDP every year, he 
clearly appeared disturbed 
and directed them to make 
comprehensive report over 
the issue. 

The sources said the 
recommendations stressed 
the need to invest in 
alternative energy resources 
because it could not only 
ensure production of 
electricity on cheap rates but 
also help mitigate adverse 
effects of the climate change. 

An official said it is quite 
ironical that electricity was 
being produced through 
imported oil despite the fact 
that “we are rich in water 
resources and construction 
of dams can ensure 
adequate supply of 
electricity on cheap rates. 

Forest & Environment 
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Hydel based production of 
electricity can greatly help 
reduce atmospheric 
pollution in the country.”  

The recommendations urged 
the government to initiate 
steps for introduction of 
sharp and efficient fuel 
technology that would help 
reduce emission in the air. 

The draft recommendations 
also stated to give serious 
thought to agriculture, 
water and forest sectors in 
the adaptation phase 
without which the current 
situation would fail to show 
any positive result. 

Pakistan Strategic 
Environmental Assessment 
in 2006 revealed that the 
environmental degradation 
would cost the country at 
least 6 per cent of GDP. 
Now the latest studies 
showed that 50 per cent of 
total damage to the national 
economy is due to air 
pollution, 30 per cent from 
inadequate water supply 

and sanitation facilities and 
20 per cent due to soil 
degradation.

Though Pakistan has a 
commendable record of 
efforts to promote 
conservation and longer-
term sustainability, from the 
national conservation 
strategy of 1992, through to 
the adoption of a national 
environment policy (NEP) in 
2005, implementation of 
these initiatives remains a 
challenge.

Dr Seeme Mallick who acted 
as consultant for formation 
of climate change policy told 
this correspondent that the 
draft recommendations have 
been prepared in 
consultation with the 
provinces because 
implementation of the 
policy largely depends on 
the provincial departments. 
She said that draft of the 
national climate change 
policy would be presented 
to the federal cabinet that 
can make amendments or 

approve it in its 
current form. 

Dr Seeme Mallick 
said Pakistan 
contributes just 
one-35th of the world’s 
carbon dioxide emissions 
but temperatures in the 
country’s coastal areas have 
risen since the early 1900s by 
0.6 to 1 degree Celsius. 

She said water supply, 
already a serious concern in 
many parts of the country, 
may decline dramatically 
affecting food production, 
export industries, 
agriculture, textile products 
and fisheries. 

Director General 
(Environment Ministry) 
Jawed Ali Khan told ‘The 
News’ that they have given 
final shape to draft of 
national climate change 
policy and it would be 
presented soon to the 
federal cabinet for final 
approval.

English translation from Urdu News

Unavailability of Sui gas in tourist resorts, 
forests are being used as fuel 

The cutting of forests is blemishing the natural beauty of the area, 
pollution increases, natural gas should be provided 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, January 04, 2011 

Baffa (General reporter) The 
unavailability of natural gas 

is causing the Hazara 
division trees to be used as 

fuel for cooking and heating, 
as a result pollution is rising 
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and the natural beauty is 
withering. The pollution is 
causing many infectious 
diseases. These were the 
views of Muhammad 
Aameen Shah Sheerazi, 
leader of ANP Ghazbanda. 
He said the Hazara division 

is an important tourist 
attraction, but the absence of 
natural gas is affecting the 
forests. Large scale cutting 
not only adversely affecting 
the tourism but also 
pollution is increasing and 
many types of diseases are 

erupting. He 
demanded that 
Natural should be 
supplied to Hazara 
Division and 
wherever gas 
supply has not reached.
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Non provision of Sui gas causing the 
extinction of forests 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, January 11, 2011 

Baffa (General reporter) The 
unavailability of natural gas 
is causing the Hazara 
division trees to be used as 
fuel for cooking and heating, 
as a result pollution is rising 
and the natural beauty is 
withering. The pollution is 
causing many infectious 

diseases. These were the 
views of Muhammad 
Aameen Shah Sheerazi, 
leader of ANP Ghazbanda. 
He said the Hazara division 
is an important tourist 
attraction, but the absence of 
natural gas is affecting the 
forests. Large scale cutting 

not only adversely affecting 
the tourism but also 
pollution is increasing and 
many types of diseases are 
erupting. He demanded that 
Natural should be supplied 
to Hazara Division and 
wherever gas supply has not 
reached.

World community should act against 
environmental pollution: Hameed Afridi 

Daily Aaj, Abbottabad, January 12, 2011 

Islamabad (Bureau news) Federal Minister 
for Environment, Hameedullah Jan Afridi 
has said that alarming increase in pollution 
is a big threat to global environment, a joint 
comprehensive strategy is needed to cope 
with this urgent issue. Without the 
technical and monitory cooperation of 
developed countries, the environmental 
challenges cannot be overcome. Pakistan 
government is making all efforts to 
highlight the environmental issues and its 
causes. He was talking to a delegation of 
environmental experts, yesterday. The 
minister said that pollution was becoming a 

matter of great concern. Environmental 
friendly technology is the need of hour to 
discourage the harmful effects of industrial 
activities. He reiterated upon the need of 
financial and technological cooperation of 
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developed countries for the developing 
countries to achieve the required target. The 
federal minster said that economy and 
every other aspects are being affected by 
environmental influences. The minister 
further said awareness should be created in 
the masses to tackle the environmental 
pollution. Education about environment 

should be imparted right from the 
beginning to advance level, so that 
the scope of research in the 
environmental issues be widened 
and comprehensive steps could be 
taken to avoid impending dangers. 
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English translation from Urdu News

Provincial Forest Minister should play 
his role to save the ‘Green Gold’ from 

disaster
Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, January 31, 2011 

Shankiari (News reporter) 
Provincial Minister of 
forest, Wajid Ali Khan 
should play his role to 
ascertain the protection of 
forests. One guard is 
responsible to watch the 
area more than Police 
station limits, and that a 
guard cannot do without 
transport and weapons. 
According to details, a 
delegation of Sern 
Division which comprised 
Former candidate for 
Nazim Shankiari, Haji 
Jahanzeb Khan, 

Akhwanzada Sadaqat 
Hussain, Ismail Khan, 
Qari Adil, Rashid Ali 
Awan, Ayyaz Khan, 
Mustafa Khan, Bilal Awan 
and dozens of other local 
residents met the 
provincial forest minister 
Wajid Ali Khan and 
demanded that Green 
Gold is precious asset of 
Hazara. Despite the efforts 
of Forest department, the 
timber smugglers were 
causing great harm to 
these assets. The number 
of forest officials can be 

counted on finger tips. 
One official has area more 
than a police station limits, 
for which he does not 
have transport and 
weapons. If forests have to 
be protected, the forest 
officials should be 
provided with transport 
and modern weapons, and 
staff should be increased 
by new recruitments. A 
large number of forest 
officials can protect the 
forests more efficiently. 

Forest Preservation
&

Conservation
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The protection of forests in Dhodial 
has to be ascertained to fight the 
natural calamities 

Wildlife will be eliminated, organisations should come forward to 
help; DFO Wildlife 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, February 13, 2011 

Bhokar Mang (Special 
correspondent) The 
Divisional forest Officer, 
wildlife, district Mansehra, 
Iftikhar-uz-Zaman Khan 
was addressing at Dhodial 
Phazentry to the presidents, 
secretaries and members of 
newly elected committees 
from Sern Valley, Basala, Sil 
Bandi, Bhogar Mang, 

Dhodar Mithal and Daba 
Kath. He said the mankind 
is cutting that very branch 
which gives him support to 
live. He said while talking 
about forest cutting, 
different organisations 
should come forward to 
help us, because without 
forests the wildlife has 
reached at the verge of 

extinction. So, I appeal, 
scholars, teachers and 
professors and other 
institutions to create 
awareness in the masses to 
overcome the environmental 
crisis, the meeting was 
attended by Arshad 
Hussain, Tarqi Ashraf and 
other field staff.

International Year of Forest is being 
celebrated all over the world today 

Daily Aaj, Abbottabad, March 21, 2011 

Jahania (Online)
International Year of Forest 
is being celebrated all over 
the world including 
Pakistan. The main reason to 
celebrate this day is to create 
awareness among people 
about the importance of 
forests in reducing 
environmental pollution. On 

the international day of 
forests, different 
organisations will hold 
seminars and meetings; the 
speakers will highlight the 
importance and benefits of 
forests. UNO General 
Assembly has decided to 
celebrate year 2011 as 
International Year of 

Forests. Experts say that 
every year about 20 million 
trees are stolen and are used 
as fuel in homes. The 
reduction of forests in all 
over the world has increased 
the risk of floods and 
drought.

Forest Department is taking strict action to protect Sern Valley 
forests

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, March 21, 2011 

Mansehra (Staff reporter) 
Forest department Sern 

Range Officer has devised a 
firm strategy to save the 

forests, barriers at various 
points, increase in the 
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number of pedestrian 
officials and different ways 
to discourage the smugglers. 

The private owners of 
forests in Sern Valley and 

Konish have shown 
their calmness. 

A walk is organised regarding 
International Day of Forests 

Forest cleanse the environment, their protection is our collective 
responsibility: Speakers 

Daily Mashriq, Abbottabad, March 22, 2011 

Peshawar
(Correspondent) In view 
of International Day of 
forests, an NGO, CRDO 
organised a Walk. Sub 
Division forest Officer, 
Farrukh Syed, Project 

coordinator Sajid Ali led 
the Walk, the participants 
were holding banners and 
placards with different 
slogans written on them. 
The speakers at that 

occasion said that forests 
play a vital role in 
producing clean 
environment, so it’s our 
duty to protect the forests. 

Forestlands for Non-Forest Use

Proposal for cancellation of transfer 
in cold storage 

The News Islamabad/Rawalpindi, March 04, 2011

By Noor Aftab 
Slamabad: The proposal for 
cancellation of transfer of 
forestlands for non-forest 
use by the federal and 
provincial governments has 
been put into cold storage 
due to anticipated resistance 
by influential quarters, 
sources said here on 
Monday.

Sources said former federal 
environment minister 
Hameedullah Jan Afridi 

directed the concerned 
officials to collect data about 
forestland so far transferred 
in the provinces and submit 
recommendations for its 
recovery from public and 
private sector entities or 
individuals. 

“There were more than 280 
cases of transfer of 
forestland for non-forest use 
in which nearly 151,548 
acres of land was provided 
in the provinces for 

construction of housing 
colonies, establishment of 
farmhouses (often illegally 
used for residential 
purposes only), raising 
public sector entities and 
initiating commercial 
ventures,” said a report 
compiled by the WWF 
Pakistan. 

A province-wise breakdown 
of forest land converted to 
other uses showed that 
Punjab topped the list with 



SDPI
Sustainable   Development   Policy   Institute

Pakistan Forest Digest 40 Vol. 1, No. 4, January – March 2011 

conversion of 99,711 acres, 
followed by Sindh with 
27,874 acres, Balochistan 
with 13,693 acres, Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa with 9,692 
acres, and Azad Jammu and 
Kashmir with only 577 acres. 

A senior official of the 
Ministry of Environment 
confided to this 
correspondent that any 
effort to recover already 
transferred forestland would 
hit snags because ‘it is even 
hard to think about it.’ 

“I don’t believe that those 
public and private sector 
entities that were allotted 
forestland would ever be 
ready to take it back to the 
forest departments. I think it 
would create chaos because 
what would be the future of 
those entities if they 
surrender their right over 
the land,” he said. 

According to official data 
the Shahbaz-led Punjab 
government was the first 

that took unprecedented 
step by approving 
amendments to the Forest 
Act 1927 to disallow transfer 
of forestland to any agency 
or department for non-
forestry use. But its plan to 
provide nearly 30,000 acres 
of forest land to 
unemployed youth for 
agricultural purpose in 11 
districts raised the eye 
brows of the 
environmentalists who 
termed it violation of the 
international laws that 
prohibit removal of tree 
cover for crops cultivation. 

It is pertinent to mention 
here that the federal 
government has given a 
commitment to the global 
community under 
Millennium Development 
Goals to increase the forest 
cover in the country to 6% 
by the year 2015, but ground 
realities show that it would 
be near-to-impossible unless 
effective measures are taken 
not only to protect existing 

forestland but also 
expand it in the 
coming years. 

Inspector General 
Forest
(Environment Ministry) 
Syed Nasir Mehmood told 
this correspondent that if 
there is a political will then 
all the forestland transferred 
for non-forest use can be 
recovered back from 
respective public and 
private sector entities. 

“Now we have very clear 
stance that forestland should 
not be given for non-forest 
use because such practice 
can cause grave harm to the 
natural environment. In 
India they introduced an Act 
in 1980 that disallowed any 
such transfer so the 
provincial governments 
should also carry out 
legislation to curb allotment 
of forestland for any other 
purpose,” he said.
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24m saplings to be planted 
in 3 years 

The News Islamabad/Rawalpindi, February 23, 2011

By Our correspondent 
Islamabad: The Capital 
Development Authority 
(CDA) is set to achieve the 
target of planting 24 million 
saplings as part of its ‘Clean 
& Green Islamabad’ over a 
period of three years during 
the spring tree plantation 
season this year. 

CDA Chairman Imtiaz 
Inayat Elahi had promised 
to revive the green character 
of the capital city when he 
took over the office in June 
2009. He had directed the 
environment wing of the 
authority to focus on not 
only filling up the patches in 
the developed part of the 
city from where extensive 
tree falling was done 
because of a number of 
major development project 
such as construction of the 

two major avenues, the 7th 
and 9th Avenues as well as 
dualisation of Khayaban-e-
Iqbal, widening of Murree 
Highway and the Islamabad 
Expressway, ‘Kashmir 
Highway and the ongoing 
Zero Point Interchange. 

There was a lot of hue and 
cry from the concerned 

of trees from vast tracts of 
developed parts of the 
sectors and the CDA was 
aggressively criticised for 
falling trees and eroding the 
green cover. So, when the 

CDA launched a hectic 
campaign to revive the 
green character with 
extensive tree plantation 
campaigns in the developed 
sectors as well as the 
developing parts of the city, 
the effort was cautiously 
appreciated.

citizens’ circles about falling 
owever, CDA is 

he CDA chairman who had 

H
approaching to achieve its 
target of planting 24 million 
saplings over six tree 
plantation seasons in three 
years, people have started 
feeling the change 
somewhat as the saplings 
planted over the last two 
years have started showing 
growth turning into plants 
and trees. 

T
served the authority as 
director general 

Tree plantation 
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(environment wing) for 
many years as well, had 
always been stressing that 
the clean & green had 
always been the character by 
which the federal capital, 

Islamabad, is known all over 
the world. 

Talking to ‘The News’, 
Imtiaz Inayat Elahi said that 
the survival rate of the 
saplings planted in the 

urban part of the 
federal capital was 
recorded as high as 
around 70 per cent, 
which is quite 
reasonable.
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English translation from Urdu News

Grafting of Citrus Fruit Plants 
Grafting of plants is essential to hasten the fruit bearing age 
Plants prepared by seeds are either not fruit bearing or they attain 
that age very late, and also are not of good breed 

Daily Aaj, Abbottabad, January 20, 2011 

By Altaf-ur-Rehman Khan 
The weather conditions of Pakistan are very 
suitable for the citrus plants, the total 
production of citrus fruit is 5.5% of the world 
citrus production. Last year, citrus 
production at world level was 27.33 million 
tonnes, whereas Pakistan produced 2.1 
million tonnes citrus fruits. At global level, 
citrus fruit export is US$ 2.21 billion and 
Pakistan’s share was US$ 30 million. 

The proper breeding of citrus plants, bud 
grafting is essential, because this is the 
proper way to produce good breed of plants, 
and secondly in this way plant quickly attain 
fruiting age. The plants grown from seeds 
take a long time to produce fruit and there is 
also change in the quality of plants and 
fruits. Another benefit of bud grafting is that 
the plants like Malta, Grape fruit or seedless 
Kinnoh which do not have seeds, can be 
produced quickly. While botanically 
breeding the citrus plants, new rootstocks 
which have positive effects on yields of 
plants and have strength to protect 
themselves from insects and other diseases 

are grafted with high quality citrus plants to 
get very good results. Moreover, bud 
grafting is first level process through which 
breeding standard of plants can be 
maintained and other benefits can be 
achieved, and if on the other hand, bud 
grafting is not done properly, it may result in 
adverse effects on the plants, the quality of 
fruit may suffer. The success of citrus fruit 
plant garden depends upon healthy and 
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good quality plants. The technique of bud 
grafting and the correct selection of 
budwood have very favourable effects on the 
growth of plants. The following factors while 
selecting the budwood should be kept in 
mind. 1- The budwood should be taken from 
the healthy plants, the budwood should be 
extracted from the branches which bear 
healthy, large and of same size. The 
budwood should not be flat and triangular in 

cross section. 
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The budwood should be round with white 
stripes on it, the thickness should be like lead 
pencil, the age of budwood should be from 9 
months to 12 months, and thorny wood 
should not be used. If the small shoots of 
budwoods have sprouted, do not use that 
budwood for grafting because at that time 
the budwood is useless. You must take care 
of the rootstock. Two weeks before grafting, 
water them with Urea fertiliser to help the 
cell sap flows. The rootstocks, when of a 
lead-pencil-size, are ready to be grafted.  

The Grafting season: When cell sap begins 
to flow in the citrus plants and the bark could 
be removed easily. The best time of bud 
grafting is March/April and 
August/September. 

There are generally two procedures 
of bud grafting, the first one is by T-
budding and second is T-grafting.  

T-budding
Before grafting, remove small shoots from 30 
to 40 cm distant from the budwood to fix it 
conveniently in the T-cut under the bark of 
rootstock (a young seedling). The budwood 
of grapefruit and lemon etc have thorns on 
them, in that case thorns are not removed. A 
T-cut marked on the rootstock at the height 
of 30 to 40 cm, and size should be around 3 
cm. The budwood is inserted into the T-cut 
very carefully so that it must touch the 
cambium layer to stick with white fibres. 
Then the budwood is tied with jute thread. 
The success of bud grafting depends upon 
the selection of healthy budwood, right time 
of grafting, correct procedure and proper 
supervision of the grafting. 

After two weeks when the shoots begin to 
grow, cut the rootstock 7 cm above the point 
of grafting to help grow the buds. When the 
buds start to grow rapidly, remove the 
thread from the bud, otherwise the thread 
may enter the bark, cut it and stop the supply 
of food. 

T-grafting
When T-budding is not producing 

favourable results, the T-grafting procedure 
should be �tilized. In this system the age of 
budwood should be at least 3 months.  

A T-cut is made on the rootstock, the 
budwood is cut diagonally for the length of 5 
cm, then that wood is inserted into the T-cut 
and tied firmly with jute thread. After that, 
the budwood is sealed with wax paper from 
top-end to the bottom end. When small 
shoots begin to sprout from the budwood, 
the wax paper from the top end should be 
removed. When the budwood begins its full 
fledge growth, the rootstock should be cut 7 
cm above the grafting point. The small shoots 
from the rootstock and budwood should be 
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removed time to time. Otherwise the shoots 
will become larger to impact negatively the 

growth of budwood.

Essay writing competition on 
Environment topics 

Head of educational institutions call on the Federal Minister for 
Environment, Hameed Khan Afridi. 
The environment department officials visit educational institutions; 
literature about the importance of plantation was spread among 
students.

Daily Aaj Abbottabad, January 27, 2011 

Islamabad (Buraeu news) 
Essay writing competition 
and speech competitions on 
the topics of importance of 
plantation, environment 
protection will be held 
among students under the 
educational and awareness 
drive initiated by ministry 
for environment. The 
Federal Minister for 
Environment, Hameedullah 
Jan Afridi was talking the 

teachers who called on him 
in Islamabad. The minister 
further said that Pakistan is 
severely lacking forests, to 
improve that situation and 
to overcome the harmful 
impact of environmental 
impacts it is imperative to 
fix plants in every corner of 
our homeland, sop that 
weather becomes normal 
and tolerable. Meanwhile 
the Project coordinator, 

Environment Education and 
Public Awareness 
Programme, programme 
assistant and other staff 
members visited schools in 
Islamabad. The children 
were apprised about the 
importance of plantation 
and written material was 
distributed among the 
students.

Konish valley: The Forest Protection 
Committee has started Plantation Drive 

Daily Shamal Abbottabad, February 13, 2011 

Battal (General reporter) 
The Forest Protection 
committee has started 
plantation drive in Konish 
valley. Thousands of plants 
have been delivered to 
different points in Battal 
city. This was revealed by 
spokesman of Forest 
Protection Action 

Committee, Saeed Anwar 
Khan Shah while talking to 
journalists in the presence of 
private forest owners. He 
said that everybody knew 
about the performance of 
Forest Protection committee, 
“We have committed 
ourselves to convert the 
treeless mountains of 

Konish Valley into thick 
forests, we have launched an 
awareness campaign in all 
the villages and it has very 
heartening effects. Now 
under the direction of 
President Ibrar Ahmed 
Khan, about 20,000 plants 
have been arranged to 
distribute in different areas 
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to be fixed during plantation 
drive. “He said to the 
private forest owners and 
the agriculture labourers 
that maximum plantation 
was in everybody’s interest. 
So join forest protection 
committees to make the 

Konish Valley green, he 
directed the committee 
workers that they should fix 
the plants in their 
supervision and arrange for 
the protection of plants. 
Ibrar Ahmed Khan, 
President Forest Protection 

Committee will 
inaugurate the 
plantation drive in 
Battal city on 
February 15 by 
fixing a plant with 
his own hands.

We have to be united against the Forest 
plunderers: Naseer Khan 

Hundreds of thousands plants will be fixed during plantation drive, 
MPA says after the inauguration of plantation drive 

Daily Mashriq Abbottabad, February 24, 2011 

Lucky Marwat (Special 
correspondent) The JUI 
MPA, Naseer Muhammad 
Khan Meedadkhel has said 
that the trees not only adorn 
the earth, they are also 
valuable asset, and this is 
our responsibility to protect 
them. He was addressing at 
District Headquarter 
Complex, Tajazai after fixing 
a Phytex plant to inaugurate 
the plantation drive. DFO 
Bannu, Farhatullah Khan, 

Sub division forest officer 
Muhammad Yaqoob Khan 
and the president Model 
Farm Services centre Hafiz 
Mihajuddin were also 
present. The forest 
department officials said at 
that occasion the plants in 
huge number would be 
fixed on a vast stretch of 
land. The people would be 
provided plants from the 
nurseries of forest 
departments. MPA Naseer 

Muhammad Khan said the 
forests not only bring 
greenery and beauty, 
decrease the risk of erosion, 
minimise the size of deserts, 
reduce the poisonous effects 
of gases, but also give a 
clean environment and 
reduce the land erosion. He 
said that the enemies of 
forests are the enemies of 
the country. 

New age, New Expectations 
Daily Mashriq Abbottabad, February 27, 2011 

Governor, Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, Masood 
Kausar has begun the 
plantation drive after fixing 
a plant in the governor 
house, but he has to face 
many challenges. He has to 
make peace in FATA, 

reforms in the area and 
development projects etc. In 
the coming days of political 
conditions, his position as 
governor seems to become 
important, he should be 
ready to fight on many 
fronts. After a long time, the 

appointment of really 
people’s man and a political 
personality is giving a hope 
that new era will bring new 
hopes, and Barrister Masood 
Kausar will begin the 
confidence building and 
resolving of solutions like he 
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began the plantation campaign. 

The forest ratio in KP is more 
than the ratio in other provinces 

Maximum plantation is of the urgent need, views expressed in a 
workshop on weather change policy 

Daily Aaj, Abbottabad, February 27, 2011 

Peshawar (Campus 
reporter) The forest ratio in 
KP is 17 per cent, which is 
highest as to the ratio in 
other provinces, but the 
recent floods have reduced 
that ratio drastically. To 
bring that ratio to the 

international standards of 25 
per cent, a large scale 
plantation is much needed. 
The drive will lesse4n the 
land erosion and will also 
reduce the losses incurred 
by the floods. In this regard, 
the Environmental 

Protection Agency, Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa and Peshawar 
University Department of 
Environmental Sciences in 
mutual collaboration, 
conducted a workshop 
yesterday.

Students in Mardan begin 
Plantation Drive 

The students of Aansi School & College fixed plants in sports 
complex, Hamayat Mayar inaugurated the drive 

Daily Mashriq Abbottabad, February 27, 2011 

Mardan (Aaj correspondent) 
The management and the 
students of Aansi Scool and 
College fixed various kinds 
of plants in Sports Complex, 
Mardan and started the 
plantation drive in district 

Mardan, the Campaign was 
inaugurated by former 
District Nazim 
Hamayatullah Yar advocate 
by fixing a plant. Speaking 
on the occasion, he 
reiterated the importance of 

trees for a clean and healthy 
environment. Director Aansi 
Scool and College, Naseer 
Afridi expressed his 
gratitude upon the 
participation of students in 
plantation drive. 
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Plantation Drive sets in Mohmind 
Agency, plants distributed among 

the land owners 
The environment gets cleaner if we develop the forests, Malik 
Muhammad Ameen, Syed Fazal Shah, Malik Umer Hayat and other 
speakers expressed their views 

Daily Aaj Abbottabad, February 27, 2011 

Shabqadar (Special 
correspondent) The 
plantation drive has started 
in Mohmind agency, in this 
regard, a function was 
organised in Tehsil Yakka 
Ghund. The ceremony was 
addressed by the local 
dignitaries, like Malik 
Muhammad Ameen, Syed 
Fazal Shah, Malik Umer 
Hayat, Jangrez Khan and 

others. The forest Assistant 
Director Muhammad 
Tayyab Khan Marwat 
formally inaugurated the 
plantation drive by fixing a 
plant in Yakka Ghunda. The 
speakers emphasised upon 
the need of forest 
development to create a 
pleasant environmental 
change in Mohmind 
Agency. Thousands of 

plants were distrusted 
among the farmers. The 
farmers appreciated t6he 
steps and said that they 
would actively participate in 
the plantation drive so that 
the economy of the area gets 
improved and also the 
national economy would get 
the boost. 

A campaign launched in Malakand 
to save wildlife 

Khanorri, Totani, Barrh, Sherkhana, Thana, Palai, Bazdara, Hisar 
Totakan, Zorrnadai Ouba and other hilly rural areas get free plants 
The people should avoid the unnecessary usage of wildlife and their 
settlements, wildlife division officials 

Daily Aaj Abbottabad, February 25, 2011 

Malakand (Aaj 
correspondent) An 
awareness drive among the 
masses to save the wildlife 
and conservation has been 
launched. The wildlife 
division officials distributed 
free plants among the 
people of Khanorri, Totani, 

Barrh, Sherkhana, Thana, 
Palai, Bazdara, Hisar 
Totakan, Zorrnadai Ouba 
and other hilly rural areas 
under the community 
reserve programme. The 
free plants are like Pine, 
sesame and berry. They 
stressed upon the people to 

avoid misusing of wildlife 
and their abodes. And 
preserve them for the 
coming generations as 
national assets; they further 
said that they should help 
discourage illegal hunting of 
wildlife.
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Free distribution of plants during 
the plantation drive 

The district administration has formed special teams fro the 
flood affected areas 

Daily Mashriq Abbottabad, February 28, 2011 

Peshawar (City reporter) 
Peshawar District 
administration with the 
Spring season ushering in, 
has started distributing free 
plants among the citizens to 
beautify the city and has 
started the plantation drive. 
Yesterday, DCO Peshawar 

Siraj Ahmed Khan and 
Assistant Political agent 
Zaheeruddin Baber 
implanted a plant in DCO 
office to officially inaugurate 
the plantation drive. 

On that occasion, the district 
administration announced 

to distribute free plants to 
achieve better results from 
plantation drive for a more 
beautiful Peshawar. Special 
teams have been formed 
which will fix various plants 
with the help of the 
residents of flood affected 
areas.

Peshawar Development authority 
begins plantation drive 

20,000 plants will be fixed on road From Hayatabad to Tehkal and on 
the green belts and medians along G.T. Road 
Arrangements are complete for the protection and the irrigation of 
plants, people should actively participate in the campaign: Assistant 
Director Siftullah Shah 

DailyAaj Abbottabad, March 02, 2011 

Peshawar (Abul Hassan 
Imam) Peshawar 
Development Authority 
(PDA) has started the 
plantation drive, during that 
drive, 20,000 plants will be 
fixed on road From 
Hayatabad to Tehkal and on 
the green belts and medians 
along G.T. Road. The plants 
will include shady trees, 
evergreen plants and 
climbing plants. Assistant 
Director, Horticulture 

(PDA), Syed Siftullah Shah 
was talking to media 
persons on the occasion of 
launching plantation drive 
on Tuesday.  

He said during the 
plantation drive, plants 
would be fixed from 
Karkhano market to Tehkal 
Bala (Mian Khan General 
Store) on medians and from 
Ahmed Faraz chowk (N5 
G.T. Road) to Ring Road 

Flyover (Chughalpura) on 
the green belts and medians, 
whereas from Tehkal 
Chowk to Gora Qabaristan 
(Christian’s Graveyard) 
green belts would be 
implanted by the 
cantonment board. He 
explained that the plantation 
drive was initiated under 
the instructions of provincial 
Minister Bashir Ahmed 
Billaur and Director General 
PDA,
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Qazi Laeeque. Shady trees, 
small and big evergreen 
plants and floral plants 
would be fixed during the 
drive. In a response to one 
question, he said that for the 
plants fixed during the 

drive, all the arrangements 
for protection and the 
irrigation had been finalised, 
but the illegal abodes and 

dens of criminals and drug 
addicts on G.T. Road and 
green belts should 
demolished, moreover the 
encroachment of green belts 
and disposal of trash on the 
green belts should be strictly 
prohibited and for that the 
law should be strictly 
implemented. He appealed 
the district government and 
the law enforcement 
agencies to cleanse the areas 
encroached upon by 
criminals without 
discrimination. Syed 
Siftullah Shah appealed the 
masses for cooperation for 
the protection of plants and 
stop the residents of the area 
from throwing trash into the 
green belts.  
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He said that during 
plantation drive the 
citizen can become 
effective part; 
recently the 
volunteers of 
Pakistan Youth Organisation 
took active part in cleaning 
the green belts to fix 4,000 
plants. The residents of 
Peshawar who are interested 
to take part in plantation 
drive may contact Director 
Horticulture Ikram 
Gandapur, deputy Director 
Horticulture Muhammad 
Jan Umerzai and Syed 
assistant Director 
Horticulture Siftullah Shah 
during office hours on 
phone numbers 091-921 
7034.  

Spring season plantation drive begins 
in Peshawar University 

Dr Azmat Hayat inaugurated the campaign by implanting a plan, 
5,000 plants will be fixed 

Daily Mashriq Abbottabad, March 02, 2011 

Peshawar (Campus 
reporter) The plantation 
drive has started in 
Peshawar University, under 
that campaign, 5000 plants 
will be fixed in the 
university campus during 
the current month. Vice 
Chancellor Prof Dr Azmat 

Hayat fixed a plant in the 
academic block yesterday to 
formally inaugurate 
plantation drive. President 
Peshawar University 
Teachers Association 
(PUTA) Dr Johar Ali Dean, 
Faculty Professor Dr Sara Safdar and others 

accompanied him.
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Forest Department should create awareness 
about plantation in FATA: Zahir Shah 

The tribal Maliks should get benefits from the facilities 
provided by the department: District Coordination Officer, Bannu 

Daily Aaj Abbottabad, March 04, 2011 

Bannu (Aaj correspondent) 
District coordination Officer, 
Bannu, Zahir Shah has 
directed the forest 
department, North 
Waziristan to create 
awareness among the tribal 
population about the 
plantation and provide them 
with free plants, so that 
forest concentration in tribal 

areas should be increased. 
He was talking after he fixed 
a plant “Gul-e-Fanoos” in 
his office and inaugurated 
the plantation drive in 
district Bannu in Spring. The 
ceremony of plantation was 
attended by APAFR Bannu, 
Ghazi Nawaz Khan and 
tribal maliks(elite) in a large 
number. APARF Bannu, 

Ghazi Nawaz Khan fixed a 
plant at the occasion. DFO 
North Waziristan Amjad Ali 
Khan told that 20,000 plants 
would be implanted in the 
spring whereas 50,000 plants 
of different kinds had 
already been fixed in the 
area of 200 acres. 

Plantation drive begins at Islamia College University
Daily Aaj Abbottabad, March 10, 2011 

Peshawar (University 
reporter) The plantation 
drive has been started in 
Islamia College University 
Peshawar. Registrar Prof Dr 
Saeed Anwar on 
Wednesday, along with 
President Teaching Staff 
Association, Prof Dr 

Ziaullah Sehrai, General 
Secretary Prof Qazi Obaid-
ur-Rehman and Admin 
Officer Anwar Hussain 
implanted a plant to 
formally start the plantation 
drive. Many other senior 
teachers and university 
employees were present at 

the occasion. During the 
plantation drive thousands 
of plants will be fixed in 
Islamia College and other 
branches under the 
supervision of the admn 
officer.

A decision to fix 500 plants in Charsadda 
during plantation drive 

NCHD has started the campaign in the district with the cooperation 
of Education department, EDO inaugurated the plan 

Daily Aaj Abbottabad, March 10, 2011 

Charsadda (Aaj 
correspondent) NCHD has 
decided to fix 500 plants in 
Charsadda with the 

cooperation of Education 
department in plantation 
campaign. In this regard, the 
EDO Education Charsadda  

Ataullah Khan Meenakhel 
fixed plant in EDO office 
and formally started the 
plantation drive, on the 
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occasion, education 
department’s ADO 
Planning, Misbah ullah 
Khan, Zia-ur-Rehman, 
District General Manager, 
NCHD, Dr Meer Alam 

Khan, District Programme 
Managers Attaullah and 
Nurul Wahab were present. 
EDO Education while 
addressing the ceremony 
said the school teachers, 

volunteers, the 
teachers of NCHD 
and teachers of 
literacy centres 
would take part in 
the campaign.

Lush green Pakistan is our real goal: Arbab 
Alamgir

All the department should actively take part in the plantation drive 
and fix maximum plants on the sides of Motorway, says the minister 

Daily Aaj Abbottabad, March 10, 2011 

Islamabad (Bureau news) 
Federal Communication 
Minister Dr Arbab Alamgir 
Khan Khalil has said that 
Lush green Pakistan was the 
real target which would give 
clean and healthy 
environment to the people 
and a sense of security to the 
coming generation, he was 

addressing a ceremony 
organised by Pakistan 
Tobacco Company 
concerning plantation drive. 
The minister implanted 
plants and then said while 
addressing the audience that 
he invites all the rich and 
generous people to take part 
in plantation drive and 

implant maximum plants 
alongside the Motorway, 
those plant would become 
full-fledged trees to give 
shade to the people in harsh 
sunlight and a clean and 
health environment to the 
countrymen.

The government is taking steps for forest 
development in FATA: Zakir Hussain 

Daily Shamal Abbottabad, March 11, 2011 

Kar Bajor Agency 
(Correspondent) Political 
Agent, Bajor Agency, Zakir 
Hussain Afridi has said the 
government was taking 
steps for the development of 
forests in tribal areas. 
Forests play a very 
important role in the 
progress and creating clean 
environment of that area. He 
expressed his view while 
addressing a ceremony 

concerning plantation drive 
in Civil colony, Khar.  

He said the positive results 
were emerging after the 
steps for the development of 
forests in tribal area. In the 
inaugural ceremony, APA 
Muhammad Jameel Khan, 
Ilyas, Tariq Khan, Shafqat 
Muneer, Fazal Habib Khan, 
Sohail Khan and other 
officials of forest department 

were present. The political 
agent was briefed by the 
forest department officials. 
He was informed during the 
operation in the area; forests 
on 827 acre were badly 
affected. In the coming five 
years, 100 million rupees 
would be spent for the 
development of Bajor 
Agency forests. 
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EDO education department, Mansehra will 
inaugurate plantation drive today in Hisari School 

Daily Aaj  Abbottabad, March 11, 2011 

Garri Habibullah (Bureau
report) EDO education 
Mansehra, Umer Khan will 
inaugurate the plantation 
drive in Government 
Primary School Hisari, 
LTRC centre at 11:00 am. He 

will later address the head 
teachers of Tilhatta U/C 
Karnol and U/C Garri 
Habibullah after a special 
meeting with them. 
According to the spokesman 
of Mansehra Education 

Department, EDO Education 
Department Mansehra will 
visit Garri Habibullah Hisari 
where he will address the 
teachers.

Plantation drive begins in Mohmind Agency, the 
target is to implant 500,000 plants 

APA Iftikhar fixed an Olive plant to inaugurate the campaign, tree-
friendly committee will be formed at village level 

Daily Mashriq Abbottabad, March 11, 2011 

Mohmind Agency (Mashriq
correspondent) The forest 
department has started the 
plantation drive in 
Mohmind Agency. In 
agency headquarter, 
Ghalnai, Additional Political 
Agent Iftikhar Ahmed 
Marwat, Assistant Political 
Agent Maqsood Hassan and 
Roshan Mahsood implanted 
Olive plants in the office and 

inaugurated the plantation 
drive, Head of the 
departments and officers of 
administration were present 
on that occasion. DFO forest 
department, Tohid-ul-
Haque said while briefing 
that the target during Spring 
was of 500,000 plants, rural 
and hilly areas will get the 
trees.

Iftikhar Ahmed said the 
youth and notables of the 
area should actively take 
part in the plantation drive 
and to protect the forests, 
tree-friendly committees 
should be formed at village 
and lower level for the 
success of the campaign. 

Forests are like a backbone of National Economy: 
Khalid Umerzai 

The people should actively take part in the plantation drive, says commissioner 
Kohat

Daily Aaj Abbottabad, March 16, 2011 

Kohat (Aaj correspondent) 
Commissioner Kohat 
Division, Muhammad 

Khalid Khan Umerzai fixed 
a plant in his office lawns to 
begin the campaign for the 

current Spring season. 
Acting Divisional Forest 
Officer Kohat Division Shjah 
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Hussain and other officers of 
the forest department were 
present. Commissioner 
Kohat Division, Muhammad 
Khalid Khan Umerzai was 
talking with forest officials; 

he said the forests have a 
position like a backbone of 
our National economy. He 
stressed upon the masses to 
eagerly take part in the drive 
e and grow maximum trees 

to beautify the 
surroundings and 
the environment. 

Tree implantation is a continuous charity 
and is essential for the survival of mankind: 

Sirdar Abbass 
The commissioner Dera Division inaugurated the plantation drive, 
more than 100,000 plants will be implanted 

Daily Aaj Abbottabad, March 12, 2011 

Dera Ismail Khan (Bureau 
news) Commissioner D I 
Khan, Sirdar Muhammad 
Abbass Khan has said the 
tree implantation was not 
only a constant charity but 
are also essential for the 
beautiful environment, he 
said while he fixed a plant in 
his office to inaugurate the 
plantation drive. DPO 
Muhammad Hussain Khan, 
Divisional Forest Officer Gul 
Ameer Khan and officials of 
education department, 

agriculture, health and press 
information department 
participated.  

The commissioner said 
while addressing the 
participants of inaugural 
ceremony of plantation 
drive, the trees at one 
instance give some benefits 
to us, on other point they 
give us Oxygen also. He said 
the clean and health 
environment will save our 
coming generations from 

many diseases. Divisional 
Forest Officer Gul Ameer 
Khan told the commissioner 
that the target of implanting 
100,000 trees would be 
completed in the current 
year. Hospitals, Education 
department, Public spots 
(parks) and other state 
departments would also get 
the trees. He further said the 
forest department was 
striving hard to make the 
city beautiful. 

Trees’ importance regarding their role in creating 
agreeable environment cannot be denied: Amjad Khan 

Daily Aaj Abbottabad, March 17, 2011 

Kohat (Aaj correspondent) 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s 
Provincial Minister for 
Housing & Planning Malik 
Amjad Khan Afridi has said 
growing tree is continuous 
charity and their role in 
reducing pollution and for 

creating agreeable 
environment cannot be 
overlooked. He expressed 
his views while he was 
fixing Olive plant at his 
residence on the occasion of 
plantation drive event held 

by the forest department, 
Kohat Division.

Acting Divisional Forest 
Officer, Kohat Division Shah 
Hussain, other officials of 
the forest department and 
local elite were also present. 
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The acting DFO said in 
Kohat Forest Division, the 
Spring Plantation drive 
going on at a good pace, in 
the current season the target 
was to implant 12,60,000 
plants all across the division. 

Provincial Minister for 
Housing & Planning Malik 
Amjad Khan Afridi in his 
brief conversation with the 
forest officials said the forest 
area of our country is very 
less in comparison to other 

countries, so it is 
much needed that 
we increase the 
production per 
acre.

“Sangi” has gathered millions of rupees under the cover 
of Plantation Drive in Alai 

The plants worth millions of rupees are not suitable for plantation, 
PRDA visits, Sangi perturbed 

Daily Shamal Abbottabad, March 17, 2011 

Allai (Bureau report) Sangi 
Development Foundation, 
Alai has wasted the funds of 
millions of rupees; the 
plants provided this year 
were not fit for plantation, 
the plants were handed over 
to the community, but they 
used those as fuel. 
According to details, the 

recovery of PRDA funds 
baffles the Sangi Foundation 
peoples. Plantation drive 
which starts in February, but 
the Sangi Foundation heads 
started the campaign in the 
end of March and collected 
sub standard fruit bearing 
trees which were dry and 
not fit for plantation. 

Community people avoided 
to implant those plants. This 
year Sangi has no role in 
Plantation Drive, higher 
officials and partner 
institutions should take 
notice of the embezzlement 
of the funds. 

600,000 plants will be implanted in Chitral during 
the plantation drive, says Rehmatullah Wazeer 

The civil society will be invited to participate in the campaign, free 
plants will be distributed at Union Council level 

Daily Aaj Abbottabad, March 23, 2011 

Chitral (Aaj correspondent) 
600,000 plants will be 
implanted in Chitral, the 
civil society will be offered 
to take part in the campaign 
and free plants will 
distributed at Union Council 
level to make the drive a 
success, these were the 
views of DCO Chitral, 

Rehmatullah Wazir, while 
he was addressing the 
inaugural ceremony of 
Spring plantation drive.

The DFO Forest Gohar Ali 
Sadozai was also present. 
DCO said Chitral is a forest 
area and the importance of 
forest here has more than 

others. He said it was much 
need to invite maximum 
people to make the 
plantation drive successful, 
he said with the plantation 
of fruit bearing trees we can 
revolutionise the local 
economy.
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English Translation from Urdu News

There is no place left for the public 
recreation: Chief Justice 

Daily Aaj, Abbottabad, January 12, 2011 

Peshawar (News reporter)
The Chief Justice Peshawar
High Court has said that in 
provincial capital there are 
many places for the rich and
elite class, golf club and 
spots are reserved for them 
but there is nothing for the
poor to have some 
recreation, the garden which
were left are now shrinking
owing to the encroachers. 
The chief justice gave these
remarks while hearing a 
petition filed by a citizen,
Shakeel Waheedullah for the 
restoration of historical
places of Peshawar. The
two-member bench
comprised Chief Justice Ijaz 
Afzal Khan and justice 
Sirdar Shaukat Hayat. The 

bench postponed the 
hearing of that appeal till
February 10, 2011.

The provincial government
was ordered to submit the 
recommendations of the 
committee formed to protect

the gardens. Town one was 
represented by Sabauddin
Khattak Advocate and
Additional Advocate
General Naveed Akhtar. The 
Honourable bench was 
apprised about the site plans
of the gardens. The 

National Parks
 & Orchards 
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Honourable bench was 
informed that  Shahi Bagh 
area was 610 Kanals and 2 
marlas, and many buildings 
had been constructed solely 
for the public welfare, for 
instance, Government 
College, Arbab Niaz 
Stadium, Tehmas football 
Club, Gymkhana Club, 
Pardah Bagh and with the 
collaboration of FIFA, a 
football stadium of 
international standard was 
going to be constructed. At 
that point the petitioner 
Shakeel Ahmed said that 
Pardah Bagh had been 

converted into Marriage hall 
and was being given on 
contract basis and no place 
was left for the public 
recreation.

The garden which used to be 
on the area of 610 kanals has 
shrunk to a few kanals. The 
court was also informed that 
USAID had announced a 
grant of 1 million US$ to 
restore and renovate the 
gardens of Peshawar and 
the project would be 
completed within 4 months; 
the project would be under 
PDA. The Honourable Judge 

postponed the 
hearing till 
February 10 and 
asked the 
provincial
government to 
provide the 
recommendations of the 
committee for the protection 
of gardens. The Honourable 
Judge took the note of the 
practice of traffic police. The 
police are parking the 
vehicles which were 
impounded in different 
cases; the SP traffic was also 
directed to submit his reply. 

The court takes the notice of encroachment 
of Mansehra Park site by a hospital, the 
hospital is ordered to submit its reply 
Peshawar High Court, on a citizen’s application, ordered Health 
Department and other concerned officials to give clarification, the 
court was adjourned till February 23 

Daily Aaj, Abbottabad, January 20, 2011 

Peshawar (News reporter) 
The Chief Justice Ijaz Afzal 
Khan has taken a serious 
notice of the encroachment 
of 23 kanal area of Public 
Park by Shah Abdullah 
Hospital for the extension 
project. The court has 
ordered the health 
department and the 
concerned departments to 
submit the reply. The two 
member bench comprising 
Chief Justice Afzal Khan and 
Justice Mazhar Alam 
Miankhel gave the ruling 

while hearing a petition 
filed by a citizen, 
Muhammad Tahir Khan. 
Tahir Khan contended that a 
park in Mansehra stretched 
on 23 kanals had been 
handed over to the health 
department.

The extension project of 
Shah Abdullah Hospital had 
been planned to be 
constructed on that area. 
Consequently the 
recreational spot for 
children would be 

diminished, so the project of 
the hospital should be 
terminated. Commissioner 
Hazara Division, Sahibzada 
Anees, Secretary Sports and 
Culture Azam Khan, 
Secretary Health and 
Secretary housing were 
present in the court, they 
said the site was allocated 
for the extension of the 
hospital and 25 kanals of 
land had been allocated for 
the park in Mansehra and 
1,23,00,000 rupees also had 
been sanctioned for the 
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park, the PC1 had been 
prepared for that park. 
There is another park in 
Mansehra where IDPs are 

residing, those IDPs would 
move to other places and the 
park would be vacant, on 
hearing that the court 

postponed the 
hearing till 
February 23, 2011.

The importance of fertilizer for the Citrus fruit gardens 
Daily Aaj, Abbottabad, January 20, 2011 

Dr Anwar Zaka 
There are many factors for the lesser yield of 
citrus gardens. For example the scarcity of 
high standard rootstock and better budwood, 
the farming of mixed crops, attack of insects 
and other diseases, the usage of hard water 
and the wrong ways to pluck the fruit, but 
the most important thing is the incorrect ratio 
of fertilizer and neglecting the right time to 
use fertilizers. Pakistan’s weather is hot, 
humid and dry. The mercury soars high to 50 
degree Celsius in summer and rainfall is also 
lesser. The farmers do not use fertilizers 
according to the recommendations of 
agricultural experts, rather incorrect ratio of 
fertilizer is used which reduce the quantity of 
organic matter in the soil, and moreover, the 
depletion of Phosphorus and Nitrogen 
decreases the yield. The farmers should send 
the soil samples for analysis before using 
fertilisers, in this regard; the government 
department can be contacted for the water 
and soil analysis. The fertilizer-needs for 
plants depend upon the age, as the plants 
grow, the quantity of fertilizer increases. 

Normally the gardens have less Zink in the 
soil, therefore, for fruit trees, 50 gms Zink per 
plant should be used with the second term of 
Nitrogen (end of April). In addition to that to 
enhance the fertility of soil, green plants 
should be grown and buried in the soils to 
use that as green manure. It is important to 
grow beans plants once a year for the use of 
green manure.  

The beans plants are good for the soil health 
and the fertility remains high, the adverse 

effects of summer heats are lessened and the 
fields are protected from harmful herbs. The 
gardener of citrus plants should divide their 
gardens into three parts; first year in one part 
green manure, in second part, dung manure 
and in third part, chemical fertilizer should 
be used. Next year, the part where green 
manure was used, use chemical fertilizer; the 
part where chemical fertilizer was used, use 
dung manure. In third year, the first part 
where green manure was used, use dung 
manure, and in second part use chemical 
fertilizer to complete the cycle. To increase 
the quantity of Potassium, 2.5 to 3 per cent 
Potassium Nitrate solution (2 kg Potassium 
Nitrate per litre water) should be used. 
Prepare 100 litre solution and spray that on 
the trees in September to improve the quality 
of fruit.

Green manure: The green manure 
ameliorates the soil structure and help 
breeding of beneficial bacteria for the soil. 
Green manure also increase organic contents 
of the soil, this manure enhance the system of 
water flow in the soil, and save the soil from 
getting hard, rather reduce the hardness of 
soil for the easy movement of roots for the 
better growth of plants. The plants get the 
nourishing elements easily. For the citrus 
plants, the quantity of organic contents 
should be between 2 to 2.5 per cent, whereas, 
the normal percentage is less than 1 per cent. 
The half of the nourishing material for the 
citrus plants should be provided through 
organic materials. The use of green fertiliser 
is beneficial for plant growth, better quality 
of fruit and increased yield. Green manure 
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increases the proportion of organic contents 
in the land and enriches it. In small gardens, 

crops for green manure can be 
grown for 8 years.

The correct time of the fertilizers’ use considering the 
age
Age of  Dung               Nitrogen  Phosphorus  Potassium 
the tree manure gram   Gram   gram  
   KG  Ammonium  Single super  Sulphate of 
    Sulphate  Phosphate  Potash 
    Ammonium  Triple     
     Nitrate               Phosphate  
    
1 year  10  110, 476, 385  50, 275, 108  50, 100 
2 year  20  200, 952, 770  100, 550, 217  100, 200 
3 year  30  300, 1428, 1154 150, 825, 326  300, 150 
4 year  40  400, 1904, 1538 200, 1100, 435 200, 400 
5 year  50  500, 2380, 1923 250, 1400, 543 250, 500 
6 year  50  600, 2856, 2308 300, 1675, 652 300, 600 
7 year  50  700, 3332, 2692 350, 1950, 760 350, 700 
8 year  50  800, 3808, 3076 400, 5520, 870 400, 800 
9 year  50  900, 4284, 3461 450, 2500, 980 450, 900 
10 year + 60  1000, 4760, 3846 500, 2775, 1087 500, 1000 

Time and procedure of using fertilizers 
Dung manure: Spread the decayed and fermented manure two and a half feet away 
from the trunk of the plants in December and January after ploughing the soil and 
allow water to the plants.
Chemical fertilizer: The whole quantity of Phosphorus and Potash should be spread 
across the plant according to its size in December and January. The proper way of 
putting fertilizer to first mark around the spread of the plants. Then spread the 
fertilizer half foot inside the mark and half foot outside the mark, plough the soil after 
putting fertilizer and do not forget to apply water. While using chemical fertilizers use 
agents which have low ph value, e.g. in Nitrogen fertilizers: Ammonium Sulphate or 
Ammonium Nitrate, in Phosphorus fertilizers: single super phosphate or triple super 
phosphate and for Potash fertilizers: Potassium sulphate should be selected. Half the 
quantity of Nitrogen fertilizer should be used before flowers bloom in February and the 
other half in the end of April. If after Monsoon, there is deficiency of nitrogen in the 
plants, then use nitrogen fertilizers third time of the same half the amount.
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Care of citrus fruit gardens in winter 
Daily Aaj, Abbottabad, January 20, 2011 

Dr Ahmed Raza Khan 
The starch freezes in citrus 
plants in harsh winters, the 
food supply to different 
parts of plants stops, leaves 
begin to fall, and the plants 
begin to die. Proper 
arrangements should be 
made to protect the citrus 
plants from adverse effects 
of winters, so they stay 
healthy to produce good 
quality fruit. In winters, fog 
and smog are so thick that 
enough light does not reach 
the plants, eventually 
affecting the photosynthesis, 
the food reduces and plants 
get weaker. It is essential 
that the plants which had 
shed the fruit should be 

trimmed. One thing should 
be kept in mind that all the 
sides should not be 
surrounded by thick 
branches of other plants, so 
that whenever the fog ends 
the plants get even light 
from all sides. In case of the 
gardens enclosed with wind 
breaking hedges, the hedges 
should be trimmed and 
thinned, especially the south 
west side of the gardens 
should be cleared for the 
passage of light to keep the 
plants protected from fog 
and harsh effects of winter. 
In winters, arrangements 
should be made to counter 
the negative effects of dew 
on plants. If in clear nights, 

plants should be 
watered in small quantity, 
the chilled air of higher 
surface will not replace the 
warm air near the surface; 
therefore plants can be 
saved from the adverse 
effects of dew. The dew in 
winters injures the bark of 
trees and the movement of 
plant food is reduced, and 
secondly, the injured plant 
becomes victim of different 
diseases. The gardeners 
must apply a solution of one 
part copper sulphate, two 
parts lime stone and 12 parts 
water to the bark of plants to 
protect the bark from cracks 
and other harms. 

The grand and central garden of Mughal era, 
“Bagh-e-Zafar

The caravans used to camp in the garden besides G. T. Road in 
Peshawar limits 

Daily Aaj, Abbottabad, January 27, 2011 

Imraniat

Imran Rasheed 
Imran
Before exploring the history 
of the gardens of Peshawar, 
we must know what the 
gardens are. The history of 
plants and trees is as older 
as the history of mankind. 
Humans from the day one 
are using trees and other 

natural resources for their 
daily needs, from very 
casual and small necessities 
to very important needs; 
man has always been 
dependent on trees and 
other natural resources. 
Oxygen, without which 
there is no concept of life on 
earth, is produced by plants 

and trees. Trees and the 
forests are the ornaments of 
the earth, without them 
beauty of earth is 
incomplete. A piece of land 
which has plants trees with 
fruits and flowers are grown 
under some plan is called 
garden. The place where 
flowers and fruit plants are 
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grown is also called garden. 
Small garden is called lawn 
and the caretaker of that 
garden is called gardener. 
Garden is called with 
different names, e.g. Heaven 
on earth, paradise etc. The 
most famous garden in the 
history is Hanging Gardens 
of Babylon. These gardens 
were created by King Bakhat 
Nasr for his Iranian wife 
who belonged to Northern 
Iran which was lush green 
and cold mountainous area, 
she came to hot and dry 
Babylon. These gardens 
were 75 feet high, the 
ancient historian Herodotus 
(425 BCE-480 BCE) saw 
them and couldn’t take his 
eyes off. Herodotus 
included those gardens in 7 
wonders. Of late the gardens 
of subcontinent were very 
famous all over the world, 
the mughal emperors built 
them in their era, and they 
are still in Pakistan and 
India. The prominent 
gardens of Pakistan are 
Shalamar Garden, Lahore, 

Bagh-e-Jinnah (Lawrence 
Garden) Lahore, Shahi Bagh 
Peshawar and Bagh-e-
Quaid-e-Azam Karachi.  
Bagh-e-Peshawar was the 
biggest and central garden 
of Peshawar in mughal era, 
it had the status of Royal 
garden, Royal Caravans, 
government delegations and 
the royal personalities while 
travelling between, Dehli to 
Kabul, ands from Kabul to 
Delhi, used to stay there, 
therefore this garden 
became Garden of 
Peshawar. Originally its 
name was Bagh-e-Zafar, 
because a person named 
Zafar had built that, but due 
to the biggest garden of the 
city and due to another 
reason that rulers and Kings 
camp there, its name became 
Bagh-e-Peshawar. If we 
explore through history, the 
founder of this garden, 
Zafar did not belong to 
Peshawar, he was from 
mughal family, and also, 
Zafar was not his name, that 
was his title. The Mughal 

emperor,
Shahabuddin
ShahJahan, stayed 
in this garden in 23 
Ramazan. 1059 
Hijri, when he was 
going from Kabul province 
to the capital Delhi in 1062 
Hijri, he stayed there for a 
while in the first week of 
Shawal and left on Shawal 8. 
All these incidents are the 
proof of this gardens’ royal 
status, it had all the qualities 
of royal gardens. It had thick 
shady trees, fruit bearing 
trees, beautiful floral lines, 
pavilions, clear water pools 
and dancing fountains, vast 
green patches and the 
pavements amidst those 
green patches. Comparing 
Bagh-e-Sirdar Khan, we 
know not much about this 
garden, we do not know its 
exact location in Peshawar, 
but we can guess that the 
grand garden was within 
Peshawar limits on the sides 
of G.T. Road, that was the 
main reason the travellers l 
used to stay in that garden. 

Restoring the grandeur of Peshawar and the 
transparent spending of funds 

$ 1 million will be spent on growing gardens and the construction of 
recreational spots 

Daily Aaj, Abbottabad, February 04, 2011-07-03 

Malik Sadiq Hussain 
Once there were flowers, 
fruits and garden all around 
Peshawar, enriched air with 
sweet fragrance in Spring, 
and Peshawar was called 
city of flowers, that was the 

reason the people here were 
healthy and strong, but now 
it’s all opposite; there are no 
flowers, no gardens, 
everything has become thing 
of the past.  

It’s pleasant news that 
USDAID has given a grant 
of $ 1 million for growing 
gardens, parks, 
reconstruction of green belts 
and other similar projects in 
the provincial capital. This is 
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indisputable fact that 
Peshawar was said to be an 
example for other areas in 
the past. Peshawar had a 
plenty of gardens in its 
surroundings, rose, Jasmine 
and chrysanthemum had 
captivating charm. On 
holidays, trips were planned 
for the children and friends. 
The people used to spend 
that holiday in the 
intoxicating environment 
and the beautiful feeling 
stayed with them until the 
next holiday. Water brought 
from River Barra through 
pipes had wonderful taste 
and was known for its 
digestive properties. Now 

the condition of gardens and 
the whole city is pathetic, 
trash and filth heaps 
frequently counter us, the 
heaps of trash in the streets 
are the major causes of 
epidemics, whereas 
corroded pipes and 
underground pollutants 
have made the water very 
unhygienic, now hygiene 
and cleanliness is nowhere 
to be seen. The uncontrolled 
traffic and poisonous smoke 
is trading death with the 
people, no such thing as 
monitoring or checking is 
there. The people are 
consuming polluted and 
contaminated food and 

dying due to that, 
but the concerned 
department who 
are supposed to 
inspect, are dozing. 
It’s the need of the 
hour that solid and effective 
steps should be taken 
sincerely to restore the 
grand face of provincial 
capital. First of all, the traffic 
system should be 
developed, a system of 
check and balance should be 
reactivated, and the USAID 
funds should be spent 
transparently to make 
Peshawar a city of gardens 
again.

Historical gardens in dilapidated conditions, no 
practical steps are being taken 
Daily Mashriq, Abbottabad, February 12, 2011 

Notwithstanding the 
government’s hollow claims 
about the restoration of 
historical gardens of 
Peshawar, people are again 
looking towards High Court 
for building up deteriorated 
historical heritage. In fact 
the historical gardens of the 
city are being plundered 
under some vicious scheme 
and the mysterious silence 
of administration has made 
the matter more suspicious. 
The minister at one stage 
claims for the restoration of 
historical splendour of 

Peshawar, and on the other 
hand for the last three years, 
Jinnah Park, Shahi Bagh and 
Wazeer Bagh have been 
mercilessly devastated. It is 
regretted that the 
government has not taken 
any action against the illicit 
distribution of expensive 
land of Shahi Bagh for 
marriage hall and other 
unrelated activities. Now the 
land grabbers are eyeing the 
land of historical Eidgah, 
and commercial activity is 
taking place on that site. In 
the perspective of such 

regrettable circumstances 
and discouraging attitude of 
building department and 
provincial government, 
people are looking towards 
High Court. The worthy 
court has ordered PDA to 
submit a report in that 
regard while hearing a case. 
The matter of changing the 
status of Gymkhana ground 
is also in the court, and it is 
hoped the court would 
again play its role effectively 
in the welfare of public.  
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Restoration of Jinnah Bagh, Abbottabad 
will provide recreation to the people 
The Movement for the Rights of Hazara will actively 
cooperate with the TMO for the renovation and decoration of 
the historical Jinnah Bagh: Ali Asghar 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, February 25, 2011 

Abbottabad (News desk) 
“After the restoration of 
Jinnah Bagh the residents of 
Abbottabad will get a 
positive relief and 
recreation, The Movements 
for the Rights Of Hazara 
will warmly cooperate with 
the agency for the 
decoration and the 
restoration of Jinnah Bagh,” 
said Ali Asghar Khan while 
visiting Jinnah Bagh. 
Yesterday, Ali Asgahr Khan, 
a head of Movement for the 

Rights of Hazara, Rashida, 
Hassan Ali Shah, Faisal 
Malik, Babu Sher Afzal, 
General Secretary, Jinnah 
Bagh Committee, Sirdar 
Sabir and others visited 
Jinnah Bagh. Babu Sher 
Afzal briefed them about the 
work progress in Jinnah 
Bagh. He said the TMA and 
the Jinnah Bagh committee 
had taken different steps to 
beautify and renovate the 
Garden, work was in 
progress to provide the 

people with different 
recreational facilities. Ali 
Asghar Khan while 
appreciating the work 
progress in Jinnah Bagh said 
the restoration of Jinnah 
Bagh, people would get a 
positive kind of recreation; 
the people would come with 
their families. The garden 
was known for its historical 
beauty. He assured the 
Garden Committee of his 
full cooperation. 

Construction work of digital fountain 
 in Jinnah Park is at full swing 

A 15 million rupees project will be completed within four months 
Daily Mashriq, Abbottabad, March 01, 2011

Peshawar (Mashriq news) 
Peshawar Development 
Authority has sped up the 
construction of a modern 
computerised digital colour 
fountain in Jinnah Park 
Peshawar. The foundation 
stone was laid four months 
back by Senior Minister 
Khyber Pakhtoonkhwa, 
Bashir Ahmed Bilaur. The 
estimate of the project is 
rupees 15 million. The PC-1 
and design has been 
approved, the funds are 

being provided by the 
provincial government. 
According to PDA 
spokesman, the project will 
be completed within four 
months, and will be 
inaugurated on June 30. The 
project is being done at 
international standard 
under the supervision of 
construction experts of 
international repute.  The 
fountain will be controlled 
by computer and due to 
coloured lights and music 

based on Pakhtoon heritage 
and traditions will be the 
source of attraction for the 
people, day and night. This 
fountain is a unique 
masterpiece not only in 
Pakistan but all over South 
Asia. That will be 
recreational spot not only 
for people of Peshawar but 
also for the foreign tourists. 
The park will become more 
attractive after affixing 185 
feet tall Pakistani flag.
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Chapter 07

Need stressed for conservation of forests
Business Recorder Islamabad, 07 July, 2010 

ISLAMABAD: The 
participants in an interactive 
session were of the view that 
conservation and livelihood 
of people living in forest 
lands needed to be linked 
along with determining the 
status of forest owner and 
land tenure to avoid 
deforestation. The session 
'Research-based Policy 
Dialogue for Sustainable 
Forest Governance' was 
organised by Sustainable 
Development Policy 
Institute (SDPI) in 
collaboration with Swiss 
National Centre for 
Competence in Research 
(NCCR North-South) here 
Tuesday.

Dr Abid Qayum Suleri, 
Executive Director, SDPI, 
said that improving forest 
management can help fight 

global warming. He said 
that authorities in developed 
countries can be convinced 
for carbon exchange 
whereby the carbon dioxide 
produced can be 
compensated by production 
of equal amount of oxygen 
with the money from the 
polluters in the West. 

Speaking at the event, Dr 
Babar Shahbaz, from 
Agricultural University, 
Faisalabad said that forest 
degradation in Pakistan is 
second highest in the world 
despite allocation of huge 
budget for forest 
department. 

Arjumand Nizami, Director, 
Inter-co-operation, said that 
unrecorded deforestation is 
much more than five 
percent, adding that we 

should not follow the 
mistakes of bureaucrats and 
policy makers. Arjumand 
further said conservation 
could be possible if people 
see their livelihood in the 
trees. Mohammad Roshan 
from Swat Participatory 
Council said that 
development and tourism in 
Swat can only be promoted 
by developing forests. He 
added Taliban destroyed 
forests in Swat for monetary 
gains.

The issue of distribution of 
ownership and shamilat is 
involved and government 
can devise a mechanism of 
leasing lands to promote 
forestation. He said that 0.2 
million acres of land in Swat 
and 0.5 million acres in Dir 
is cultivable. Inamullah 
Khan from International 

NCCR (North South) 
Project Activities 
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Union of Conservation of 
Nature emphasised 
knowledge sharing and co-

ordinated approach 
involving water, agriculture 
and forestation etc.

SDPI interactive session

Experts call for proper forests 
management

Pakistan Observer Islamabad, 07 July, 2010 

Islamabad: The participants 
of interactive session on 
“Research-based policy 
dialogues for sustainable 
forest governance” were of 
the view that conservation 
and livelihood of people 
living in forest lands needed 
to be linked in addition to 
determining the status of 
forest owner and land 
tenure for proper forest 
management.  

The session was organised 
by Sustainable Development 
Policy Institute in 
collaboration with Swiss 
National Center for 
Competence in Research 
(NCCR North-South) here 
Tuesday. Talimand Khan, 
Coordinator, Survey Unit, 
SDPI, conducted the 
proceedings.

Dr Babar Shahbaz, from 
Agricultural University, 
Faisalabad, said that forest 
department had budgets 
running into tens of millions 
of rupees but we are second 
highest in forest degradation 
in the world. He said that 
we also want to evaluate the 
destruction of forests in 

different areas because of 
mismanagement.  
Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, 
Executive Director, SDPI, 
said that improving forest 
management can help us 
fight global warming. He 
said that authorities in 
developed countries can be 
convinced of carbon 
exchange whereby the 
carbon dioxide produced 
can be compensated by 
production of equal amount 
of oxygen with the money 
from the polluters in the 
West.

Arjumand Nizami, director, 
Inter-cooperation, said that 
forestry is not the baby of 
Forest Department only. She 
said that unrecorded 
deforestation is much more 
than 5 per cent. She said that 
we should not follow the 
mistakes of bureaucrats and 
policy makers. For them, it 
could be a full fledged forest 
on paper even if not a single 
leave is found in the area, 
she said. She said 
conservation is successful if 
people see their livelihood 
in the trees. We should add 
value to forests, she said. 

Practically speaking, she 
said there is zero 
management of forests and 
no forest guard can be found 
say in Thandiani for months. 
She said that one reason for 
absence of Forest 
Department officials is the 
results of our findings which 
antagonise them and they 
do not want to face the 
people but we will have to 
sit with them as a solution 
has to be worked out.  

Talimand Khan said that 
there exist off-the-record or 
unrecorded realities. He 
asked the participants as 
well as authorities to speak 
only the truth. He said that 
there are de-facto owners 
who are not interested in 
saving forests as trees do not 
legally belong to them.  

Mohammad Roshan from 
Swat Participatory Council 
said that development and 
tourism in Swat can only be 
promoted by developing 
forests. He said that Taliban 
destroyed forests in Swat for 
monetary gains. He said that 
livelihood of the people 
depends upon forests but 



SDPI
Sustainable   Development   Policy   Institute

Pakistan Forest Digest 65 Vol. 1, No. 4, January – March, 2011 

the ban on cutting results in 
wastage of wood resources. 
The issue of distribution of 
ownership and shamilat is 
involved and government 
can devise a mechanism of 
leasing lands to promote 
forestation. He said that 2-
lakh acre land in Swat and 
5-lakh acre in Dir is 
cultivable and if we handle 
the situation in our own 
home, only then we can talk 
of carbon compensation etc.  

Inamullah Khan from 
International Union of 

Conservation of Nature 
emphasised knowledge 
sharing and coordinated 
approach involving water, 
agriculture and forestation 
etc.
Jamshed Ali, General 
Secretary, Sarhad Awami 
Forestry Ittehad, said that 
conservation of nature is not 
possible without keeping 
due interest of the people 
living there in mind. He said 
that any good forestry 
policy would fail if political 
interventions continued.

Irfan Ullah from 
SAFI said that 
forest officers 
including 
servicemen get 
their own benefits 
and NGOs interview only 
the persons they meet on 
roadside. Amir Mohamamd 
from same NGO said that 
forests and institutions are 
being destroyed by 
government. He said that 
paper work alone cannot 
rectify the situation.

Steps urged to preserve forests 
The Nation Islamabad, July 07, 2010 

ISLAMABAD - The partici-
pants of an interactive 
session were of the view that 
conservation and livelihood 
of people living in 
forestlands is needed to be 
linked with the forest in 
addition to determining the 
status of forest owner and 
land tenure for proper forest 
management. 

The session named as "Re-
search-based Policy Dia-
logues for Sustainable Forest 
Governance" was organized 
by Sustainable Development 
Policy Institute, in collabora-
tion with Swiss National 
Center for Competence in 
Research (NCCR North-
South) here on Tuesday at 
Islamabad.

At the session, Dr Babar 
Shahbaz, from Agricultural 
University, Faisalabad, said 
that forest department had 
budgets running into tens of 
millions of rupees but the 
Pakistan was the second 
highest in forest degradation 
in the world. He said, "We 
also want to evaluate the 
destruction of forests in 
different areas because of 
mismanagement." 

Dr Abid Qayyum Suleri, Ex-
ecutive Director, SDPI, said 
that improving forest 
management could help us 
fight global warming. He 
said that authorities in 
developed countries could 
be convinced of carbon 
exchange whereby the 
carbon dioxide can be 

compensated by production 
of equal amount of oxygen 
with the money from the 
polluters in the West. 

Arjumand Nizami, director, 
Interco operation, while ad 
dressing the session, said 
that forestry is not the baby 
of forest department only. 
She said that unrecorded 
deforestation is much more 
than 5 percent. She said, 
"We should not follow the 
mistakes of bureaucrats and 
policy makers." For them, it 
could be a full-fledged forest 
on paper even if not a single 
leave is found in the area, 
she added. She said 
conservation is successful if 
people see their livelihood 
in the trees. We should add 
value to forests, she said. 
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Practically speaking, she 
said there is zero 
management of forests and 
no forest guard can be found 
in Thandiani for months. 
She said that one reason for 
absence of Forest 
Department officials is the 
results of the findings that 
antagonise them and they 
do not want to face the 
people but the they will 
have to sit with them, and a 
solution has to be worked 
out.

Talimand Khan, Coordina-
tor, Survey Unit, SDPI, said 
that there exist off-the-
record or unrecorded 
realities. He asked the 
participants as well as 
authorities to speak only 
truth. He said that there are 
de-facto owners who are not 
interested in saving forests, 

as trees do not legally 
belong to them. 

Mohammad Roshan, anoth-
er participant from Swat 
Participatory Council, said 
that development and 
tourism in Swat could only 
be promoted by developing 
forests. He said that Taliban 
destroyed forests in Swat for 
monetary gains. He said that 
livelihood of the people 
depends upon forests but 
the ban on cutting results in 
wastage of wood resources. 
The Government can devise 
a mechanism of leasing 
lands' to promote 
forestation. He said that .2 
million-acre lands in Swat 
and .5 million-acre in'Dir are 
cultivable. 

Inamullah Khan from Inter-
national Union of Conserva-

tion of Nature 
emphasised
knowledge sharing 
and coordinated 
approach involving 
water; agriculture 
and forest action etc. 

While in a question answer 
session, replying a question, 
Ms Nizami said that 
majority of fires in Haripur; 
grazers allegedly ignite 
Bunair Lower Mansehra so 
that more juicy and fresh 
grass grows. She said this is 
the recorded reason but her 
own observation was that 
areas burnt by fires had no 
usable pastures and fire is a 
tool used for some other 
reasons. Mr. Talimand said 
that most of the jungles are 
set on fire to "burn the 
record" of tree cutting.

Deforestation demands urgent 
attention’

Pakistan Today Islamabad, February 15, 2011 

ISLAMABAD - Over the last 
3 decades, rapid 
deforestation has taken its 
toll with 15 million hectares 
of forests being lost annually 
as government has to date 
failed to reach a consensus 
on how to assess the damage 
caused by the recent floods. 

Environmentalists and 
officials from the 
environment ministry 
discussed the issue of forest 

decline and its management 
here at length on Monday at 
a seminar titled “Legal and 
Institutional Reforms in 
Forest Laws for accepting 
Forest Carbon as 
Commodity” that was 
organized by Sustainable 
Development Policy 
Initiatives, a think tank 
working on environmental 
issues.

Iqbal Swati, former chief 
conservator forests, Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa said that the 
highest current estimate of 
the world’s remaining 
forested areas is about 3.6 
billion hectares from an 
originally forested area of 
more than 6.0 billion 
hectares. He stressed that 
forest decline threatens the 
genetic diversity of the 
world’s plants and animals 
and the World Conservation 
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Union recently calculated 
that about 12.5 percent of 
the world’s 270,000 species 
of plants, and about 75 
percent of the world’s 
mammals are threatened by 
forest decline. 
He elaborated on the 
existing laws of Pakistan 
and suggested amendments 
with regard to 
decentralization of forest 

management and induction 
of specialists, supportive 
units at different levels of 
administration. He further 
suggested going for a multi-
stakeholder partnership and 
the need of a capacity 
building program, stressing 
empowerment and 
accountability for the 
people.

Dr Abid Qayyum 
Sulehri, head of 
SDPI stressed on 
the needs of a 
comprehensive
definition of what 
comes into the category of 
forests, and that how to 
balance livelihood of 
dependent people with 
deforestation.

Speakers for legal reforms in forest laws 
The Nation Islamabad, February 15, 2011 

ISLAMABAD - Speakers at a 
seminar urged the 
incumbent government to 
introduce legal and 
institutional reforms, in-
crease public/private 
partnership to protect 
country's forests. 

Sustainable Development 
Policy Institute (SDPD 
Monday organised a 
seminar titled "Legal & 
Institutional Reforms in For-
est Laws for accepting 
Forest Carbon as 
Commodity" here in a hotel. 

Dr Abbas Sadri, Director, 
Regional Office, ISESCO, 
Tehran, while speaking at 
the seminar said that there is 
a need for a comprehensive 
definition of what comes 
into the category of forests, 
and how to balance liveli-
hood of dependent people 
with deforestation. 
Reflecting on post flood 
scenario, he said that there 
was no estimate of 

destroyed forests in those 
areas and there had been no 
census since 2004 to have an 
assessment for the natural 
disaster's impact. He 
stressed on community 
ownership of the issue of 
deforestation and Ministry 
of Environment should 
nominate a focal body that 
could take charge of dealing 
with the concerns and create 
awareness for technical 
issues.

Moin Uddin, Director 
Corporate Strategy, Tourism 
Promotion Services (TPS) 
while speaking on the 
occasion defined key areas 
such as their management 
values and corporate 
governance, and elaborated 
on their CSR strategy, which 
primarily focuses on 
environment, culture, 
governance and social 
sectors with their key 
stakeholders being guests, 
employees, suppliers and 
local communities. 

Dr. Ejaz Ahmed of WWF-P 
said that controlling 
deforestation was among 
one of the millennium 
development goals. He said 
a survey of which forests 
could be sold as commodity 
and conserved later as well 
was needed. He said 
community ownership 
should be initiated with the 
identification of institutions 
and organizations that 
would provide help after 
engaging people and to 
utilize their support. 

Iqbal Swati, former chief 
conservator forests, KPK 
said that over the last 2 
decades of the 20th century, 
rapid deforestation had 
taken its toll - some 15 
million hectares of forests 
are lost annually, largely in 
the tropics. 

According to him, the 
highest current estimate of 
the world's remaining 
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forested areas is about 3.6 
billion hectares from an 
originally forested area of 
more than 6.0 billion 
hectares. He elaborated on 

the existing laws of Pakistan 
and suggested amendments 
with regard to 
decentralization of forest 
management and induction 

of specialists, 
supportive units at 
different levels of 
administration.

Seminar on ‘reforms in forest 
laws’ held 

Daily Times Islamabad, February 16, 2011 

ISLAMABAD: Sustainable 
Development Policy 
Institute (SDPI) on Tuesday 
organised a seminar “Legal 
& Institutional Reforms in 
Forest Laws for accepting 
Forest Carbon as 
Commodity.”

Speakers at the seminar 
pointed out that there needs 
to be a “comprehensive 
definition” of what comes 
into the category of forests, 
and that how to balance 
livelihood of dependent 
people with deforestation. 
They also said that there 

needs to be a mechanism for 
REDD.
Reflecting on post flood 
scenario, speakers said that 
there is no estimate of 
destroyed forests in those 
areas and there has been no 
census since 2004 to have an 
assessment for the natural 
disaster’s impact. They 
stressed community 
ownership of the issue of 
deforestation and Ministry 
of Environment should 
nominate a focal body that 
could take charge of dealing 
with the concerns and create 
awareness for technical 
issues. They also stressed 

legal and institutional 
reforms, public/private 
partnership should be 
fostered in this regard and 
there needs to be a 
dismantlement of 
Development Sector Mafia 
and more focus on corporate 
social responsibility. 

Moin Uddin, Director 
Corporate Strategy, Tourism 
Promotion Services (TPS) 
gave an overview of their 
organisation and said that it 
is a subsidiary company of 
Agha Khan Foundation and 
Serena Hotels operate under 
their banner. Staff report 

Pakistan: Seminar on ‘reforms in forest 
laws’ held 

Ismailimail, Islamabad, February 16, 2011 

Sustainable Development 
Policy Institute (SDPI) on 
Tuesday organised a 
seminar “Legal & 
Institutional Reforms in 
Forest Laws for accepting 

Forest Carbon as 
Commodity.”

Speakers at the seminar 
pointed out that there needs 
to be a “comprehensive 

definition” of what comes 
into the category of forests, 
and that how to balance 
livelihood of dependent 
people with deforestation. 
They also said that there 
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needs to be a mechanism for 
REDD.

Reflecting on post flood 
scenario, speakers said that 
there is no estimate of 
destroyed forests in those 
areas and there has been no 
census since 2004 to have an 
assessment for the natural 
disaster’s impact. They 
stressed community 
ownership of the issue of 
deforestation and Ministry 

of Environment should 
nominate a focal body that 
could take charge of dealing 
with the concerns and create 
awareness for technical 
issues. They also stressed 
legal and institutional 
reforms, public/private 
partnership should be 
fostered in this regard and 
there needs to be a 
dismantlement of 
Development Sector Mafia 

and more focus on 
corporate social 
responsibility. 

Moin Uddin, 
Director Corporate 
Strategy, Tourism 
Promotion Services (TPS) 
gave an overview of their 
organisation and said that it 
is a subsidiary company of 
Agha Khan Foundation and 
Serena Hotels operate 
under their banner. 

Seminar on legal, institutional reforms 
in forest laws 

Pakistan Observer Islamabad, February 16, 2011 

Islamabad—Dr Abbas Sadri, 
Director, Regional Office, 
ISESCO, Tehran spoke at 
seminar on “Legal & 
Institutional Reforms in 
Forest Laws for accepting 
Forest Carbon as 
Commodity” organized by 
SDPI here on Tuesday. Dr. 
Abid Q. Suleri, Executive 
Director, SDPI conducted 
the proceedings. Dr. 
Mahmood Khwaja chaired 
the session. 

Dr Abid gave the welcome 
address, he said that there 

needs to be a comprehensive 
definition of what comes 
into the category of forests, 
and that how to balance 
livelihood of dependent 
people with deforestation. 
He also said that there needs 
to be a mechanism for 
REDD. He appreciated the 
cooperative attitude of the 
former minister of 
Environment Hameedullah 
Jan Afridi. 

Reflecting on post flood 
scenario, he said that there is 
no estimate of destroyed 

forests in those areas and 
there has been no census 
since 2004 to have an 
assessment for the natural 
disaster’s impact. 

He stressed on community 
ownership of the issue of 
deforestation and Ministry 
of Environment should 
nominate a focal body that 
could take charge of dealing 
with the concerns and create 
awareness for technical 
issues.

Efforts needed to protect forests 
The News Islamabad/Rawalpindi, February 16, 2011 

Islamabad: The speakers at 
a seminar on Tuesday 
stressed on the need for 
concentrating on efforts 

aimed at protection and 
preservation of forests, 
considered highly important 
to cope with the issue of 

global warming and climate 
change.
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They expressed these views 
during a seminar on ‘Legal 
and Institutional Reforms in 
Forest Laws for accepting 
Forest Carbon as 
Commodity’ organised by 
the Sustainable 
Development Policy 
Institute (SDPI). 

In his welcome address, Dr. 
Abid Q. Suleri said that 
there needs to be a 
comprehensive definition of 
what comes into the 
category of forests, and as 
how to balance the 
livelihood of people affected 
from deforestation.

Reflecting on post-flood 
scenario, he said that there is 
no estimate of destroyed 
forests in those areas and 
there has been no census 
since 2004 to have an 
assessment for the natural 
disaster’s impact. He 
stressed on community 
ownership of the issue of 
deforestation and said 
Ministry of Environment 
should nominate a focal 
body that could take charge 
of dealing with the concerns 

and create awareness for 
technical issues.

Moinuddin, director 
(corporate strategy) at the 
Tourism Promotion Services 
(TPS), defined key areas 
such as management values 
and corporate governance 
and elaborated on their CSR 
strategy that primarily 
focuses on environment, 
culture, governance and 
social sectors with their key 
stakeholders being guests, 
employees and local 
communities.

Dr. Ejaz Ahmed of the 
WWF-P said that controlling 
deforestation is among one 
of the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) 
and there are challenges 
especially at the federal and 
provincial level to address 
these issues. 

Iqbal Swati, former Chief 
Conservator Forests, Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, said that over 
the last two decades of the 
20th century, rapid 
deforestation has taken its 
toll and now some 15 
million hectares of forests 

are lost annually, 
largely in the 
tropics. According 
to him, the highest 
current estimate of 
the world’s 
remaining forested areas is 
about 3.6 billion hectares 
from an originally forested 
area of more than 6.0 billion 
hectares.

Syed Mahmood Nasir, IG 
Forests at Ministry of 
Environment, said that there 
was no concept of 
deforestation some 200 years 
ago and referred to the 
movement that started a 
century ago to conserve 
forests and stop the 
degradation. He pointed out 
that climate change has been 
largely due to cutting of 
forests and many areas in 
the world have been affected 
by it until now. He 
suggested that advanced 
technical methods should be 
used like tree measurement 
through satellite and other 
such technology is readily 
accessible for the need of 
conservationist and it 
should be brought into use.  



SDPI
Sustainable   Development   Policy   Institute

Pakistan Forest Digest 71 Vol. 1, No. 4, January – March, 2011 

Seminar on
Legal & Institutional Reforms in Forest 

Laws for accepting Forest Carbon as 
Commodity

(February 14, 2011, Serena Hotel, Islamabad) 

The Ministry of Environment in collaboration with its partners, Sustainable 
Development Policy Institute, Bio-resource Research Center, Pakistan (BRC), WWF 
Pakistan, Sustainable Development Foundation (SDF), UNIDO-CDM Islamabad, 
Tourism Promotion Services (TPS) Limited, Terra Global Capital, USA, Arid 
Agriculture University, Rawalpindi and Sustainable Land Management Project (SLMP) 
launched this 6-day national technical training workshop on “Forest Carbon Stock 
Assessment for REDD” as part of fulfilling Pakistan’s commitments under the Cancun 
Agreements for Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation 
(REDD-plus). The seminar entitled "legal and institutional reforms in forest laws for 
accepting forest carbon as commodity” is an integral part of this training session. 

Pakistan has a long list of endeavors to bring the emerging trends in forestry related to 
Climate Change. This training will fill the major capacity gap in making REDD 
operational the in Pakistan. Forest carbon stock assessment is the backbone and 
ultimate technical feature to bring the benefits of Forest Carbon to the communities and 
the Governments.

This training workshop is specially designed to bring the state of the art of forest 
carbon assessment technology, forest inventorying, to the local forestry practitioners 
who shall be responsible to implement the REDD projects in Pakistan. It will equip the 
participants with the basic requirements for REDD readiness phase in Pakistan by 
developing indigenous technical capacities with a foreign expert and local resource 
persons. Developing a national REDD+ strategy is the first step in implementing an 
effective REDD+ programme which would be impractical without developing 
indigenous human resources on technical aspects of REDD mechanism. 

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) estimates that approximately 
17 per cent of global greenhouse gas emissions are the result of deforestation and 
resulting land use change.  Some 13 million hectares of forest area, the size of England 
is destroyed annually. Therefore, efforts towards reducing emissions from 
deforestation and forest degradation (REDD+) have become crucial.  
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REDD mechanism is designed as a mitigation response to climate change. This 
means that Pakistan, a low forest cover developing country but looks after its 
forests, is storing carbon and this can earn revenue for the country. The price of 
this carbon is determined by a market, known as a carbon market. The current 
price of one ton of carbon (CER certified emission reduction) is between 13 and 14 US 
dollars. On average 4 billion tons of carbon are traded globally. The REDD mechanism 
seeks to bring intact forests from developing countries into the carbon market, because 
they are able to remove carbon dioxide from the air and to store carbon. The 
components of the agreed REDD mechanism include: 

1) to reduce emissions by reducing deforestation and degradation in developing 
countries,

2) sustainable forest management, 
3) enhancement of carbon stocks.

The training is intended to train the forestry stakeholders responsible to mange forests 
and implement REDD projects in Pakistan. This is a highly specialized training by one 
of the best available resource person in the world on state of the art of technology on 
forest carbon assessment. The training will be reinforced by resource persons on REDD 
related issues in Pakistan who shall provide an analysis of the ground reality in 
Pakistan with relation to its global commitments, also LFCCS members of OIC having 
low forest cover, would get major advantage. This is a highly specialized training, 
targeting participants mainly coming from the provincial forest departments and other 
specialized agencies working with forest carbon stock assessments and GIS such a 
group is not able to pay the big amount towards training fee.  

By the end of the workshop participants will be able to: 

Equip the forestry stakeholders with state of the art of forest carbon stock 
assessment techniques 
Bring the latest trends in forest inventory using GIS and other tools like LiDAR. 
Promote the forest carbon stock research and development tools for various 
forest ecosystems in Pakistan 

The training is innovative and highly specialized which will help in developing 
indigenous resources to meet the basic requirement of REDD readiness phase in 
Pakistan. This is the urgent need of the time for REDD readiness phase and a number of 
items to be worked out. A core REDD network will only be possible after this training 
workshop. The REDD network in Pakistan will play key role for all strategic phases of 
REDD Mechanism and thus Pakistan will be able to address REDD in a better way 
keeping in view the lessons learnt in the past from other mechanisms. The successful 
REDD project development and implementation would be possible through the 
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development of human resources from provincial forest department who will 
act as ambassadors and key team players for practical aspects of the REDD 
mechanism in Pakistan. 

We realize and acknowledge the vision of the Ministry of Environment (MoE) 
and Office of Inspector General Forests (OIGF) by bringing the future local REDD 
practitioners in direct contact with practical REDD experts and not mere with trainers. 
We, at SDPI, assure that we will leave no stone unturned to assist the MoE and all 
partners including key stakeholder in developing REDD projects at the national and 
sub national levels with good governance setup. We realize that the Cancun 
agreements have shown the path to be followed in REDD in the coming years and if 
Pakistan has to benefit from carbon finance pledged in Cancun we have to develop 
national level scenarios and not merely provincial ones. Though we can develop 
provincial scenarios and projects but will have to synchronize them with the national 
ones if we have to enter a sustainable supply of REDD money for the communities to 
uplift livelihood practices in the context of sustainable development. 

This seminar is an integral part of the training for the participants which has also 
provided an opportunity to all stakeholder to get together and be ready for a way 
forward to meet all the requirements of REDD readiness so as to be part of global 
mainstream from 2013 onward.This is at the start of the International Year of Forests 
(IYF) is a good omen and we are using the IYF insignia as well and show our 
commitment to the principles adopted in the global commitments under Rio Forestry 
Principles and Agenda 21. 

As a matter of fact, we all know, there is an urgent need of actions to meet the 
requirement of REDD readiness phase in Pakistan for which new challenges needs to 
be addressed which includes national approach vs. provincial subject as a result of 
implementation of 18th amendment, revisions in the forest laws to accept forest carbon 
as commodity, natural resources governance and benefits sharing mechanism. It is the 
right time to chip in the REDD mechanism by starting parallel activities actively e.g. 
Institutional measures with the development of National strategy for REDD+, trainings 
and a Pilot Study, which is the only solution to coup and meet the global requirement 
and its timeline as we are already late as usual like we did in past in case of Clean 
Development Mechanism (CDM).

COLLABORATING PARTNERS 

1) Office of the Inspector General of Forests, Ministry of Environment (MoE) 
2) Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), leading role for training event.
3) ISESCO, Tehran, Iran 
4) WWF-Pakistan
5) Bio-resource Research Centre, Pakistan (BRC) 
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6) Sustainable Development Foundation (SDF) 
7) Sustainable Land Management Project (SLMP) 
8) UNIDO CDM, Islamabad 
9) Faculty of Forestry, Arid Agriculture University, Rawalpindi 
10) Terra Global Capital, USA
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Chapter 08

English translation from Urdu News

Auction of trees in Baffa cancelled 
owing to unknown reasons 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, January 06, 2011 

Baffa (Special reporter) The 
auction of trees in Baffa 
Government Higher 
Secondary School was 
cancelled due to unknown 
reasons. A few days back, on 
the date of auction, the 
buyers in large number 
reached Govt Higher 
Secondary School, Baffa, 

they were told that the 
auction would be held in 
forest house Shankiari. 
When the bidders reached 
Shankiari, they were told 
that the auction was to be 
held in Baffa under the 
supervision of education 
department and forest 
officer, but now the auction 

was being cancelled due to 
some reasons, and the date 
would be announced in the 
daily papers. It should be 
noted that auction of 80 trees 
was to be held in Baffa Govt 
Higher Secondary School 
and the government rate 
was applied for the auction.

The plants which can sniff explosives 
Daily Mashriq, Abbottabad, January 31, 2011 

All over the world, terrorism 
is a big issue, besides 
governments, scientists are 
strenuously researching to 
cope with this issue. During 
that course, the American 
scientists have succeeded in 
developing a plant which 

can sense explosives.  These 
plants have certain protein 
which changes the colour of 
plants from green to white 
in the presence of 
explosives. The scientists say 
that every plant can be given 
that capability through 

genetic engineering, by 
fixing these plants at 
airports, sensitive 
installations and public 
places, terrorism can be 
controlled to the maximum 
extent.

Miscellaneous
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Timber market at Chakdara will create 
employment: Islam Zeb 

DCO visits timber market, inspects timber auction, briefing by the 
officials

Daily Aaj, Abbottabad, February 24, 2011 

Chakdara (Aaj correspondent) DCO Lower Dir, Islam Zeb Khan has said that by 
establishing timber market, 
employment chances have 
been increased. He was 
briefed by the market 
manager during his visit to 
the market. He was 

informed about all the steps 
from cutting to the auction. 
The DCO inspected the 
timber auction and said the 
procedure of auction should 
be widely publicised, and 

the contractors should 
participate in maximum 
number to create a healthy 
competition.

48th annual convocation held at Pakistan Forest 
Institute University Campus 

After a long wait of 10 years, 44 gold medals and 25 silver medals 
were distributed among the students having top positions in the 
convocation

Daily Mashriq, Abbottabad, March 03, 2011 

Ashfaque Ahmed 
Convocation is of distinct importance for 
every institution; in fact it reflects the 

standard of education and other research 
related activities. It is the first step of a 
student after the convocation towards the 
practical life, he chooses his life direction. 48th

convocation of Pakistan Forest Institute 
University was held after very long 10 years, 
the students from the years 1998 to 2000 and 
2001 to 1010 were awarded to the qualified 
forestry graduates. 297 degrees for MSC 
Forestry and 98 Bsc Forestry degrees were 
distributed; in addition to that the students of 
distinct performance were awarded 44 gold 
medals for the first position and 25 silver 
medals for the second position. The Chief 
Guest, Joint Secretary, Ministry of 
Environment, Iftikhar Raheem Khan, Acting 
Vice Chancellor, Peshawar University and 
Dean Faculty of Numerical and Physical 
Sciences, Prof Dr Muhammad Riaz, Director 
General Institute, Syed Badshah Bukhari, 
Controller Examinations, Peshawar 
University Iftikhar Hussain Khan, other 
faculty members, students, graduates and 
their parents were present on the occasion. 
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The chief guest while addressing the 
ceremony said that forests are there in 
Pakistan, but not enough for the needs. On 
the other side the increasing global 
temperature and other environmental issues 
are challenging us. He said that in the current 
circumstances, to counter the looming 
challenges the importance of forests had 
increased manifolds. Our country needs 
experienced and capable individuals. The 
chief guest stressed upon the students to play 
their role to cope with the global increase in 
temperature and the environmental pollution 
from that very day, and their experience and 
education for the development of forests. 
Iftikhar Raheem said that every Pakistani 
should fix a plant to make Pakistan lush and 
flourishing green. He told the students they 
were held in great responsibility. He hoped 
that the young forester would render their 
services diligently. The director general in his 
address said the institute had a prominent 
status in forest education not only in KP but 
also on national level. In a very short time, it 
has published 3,000 research journals and 
more than 25,000 students have graduated 
from that institution. Many of those students 

are serving at higher posts in 
Pakistan and abroad. He said the 
institution had played its role in the 
research of herbs used in medicines 
in addition to the forest 
management, Water Shed 
Agriculture, Bio Diversity and Climate 
Change. Recently professional forestry 
training has been started where besides 
students, faculty members and persons 
related to other institutions would get the 
special training. Director General said that 
agreements had been signed with national 
and foreign institutions which would 
produce positive results in future. He said 
due to increasing problems and needs the 
two-year Bsc Forestry course had been 
converted into a four-year course, whereas 
steps had been taken to upgrade the institute 
to a degree awarding institution. He 
congratulated the qualified graduates and 
hoped that they would actively work to their 
full capacity to end the environmental 
problems. In the end, the chief guest and the 
director general distributed degrees and 
medals among the students. 

A woodcutter dies after a tree fells on 
him in Sengarr 

People of the area removed the crop after a lot of effort; the deceased 
was buried in Sengarr yesterday 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, March 12, 2011 

Balakot (Shamal
correspondent) A 
woodcutter died after a 
tree fell on him in Sengarr. 
According to details, a 
resident of Sengarr, Abdul 
Manan was cutting a tree 

in the forest when 
suddenly the tree fell on 
him, and died on the spot. 
The local people removed 
him from under the tree 
after great difficulty. He 

was buried yesterday in 
Sengarr.
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Firing in Akora Khattak on the issue of tree 
cutting, one killed 

Ilyas stopped two persons, Muslim and Zahid from cutting 
trees from his fields, they opened fire on him 
The unnamed persons set the houses of accused party on fire 

Daily Aaj, Abbottabad, March 13, 2011 

Akor Khattak (Aaj 
correspondent) One 
person was murdered on 
the issue of tree cutting in 
Akora. According to 
details, in a place Sheedo 
in Akora Khattak, Muslim 

and Zahid sons of Hassan 
Ali residents of Gandhab 
were cutting trees from 
the fields of their 
neighbour Ilyas, two 
brothers Ilyas and Niaz 
Bahader sons of Mir 

Bahader residents of 
Shedo came to the fields 
and stopped Muslim and 
Zahid, on altercation, 
Muslim and Zahid opened 
fire resulting in the death 
of Ilyas at the spot. 




